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OF THE 
REASONABLENESS 
OF 


CurisTian RELIGION. 


The Introduttion. 


che DeduRions that naturally ariſe from them, 
chen to conteſt the Concluſions, when the Princi- 
ples or :Premiſſes are granted, This occaſioned 
that ſaying of Pics Mirandula, That the Spe- 
Was the greateſt prodigy, but one, angthat was the 
Praftical eAtheift. To acknowledg Chriſtian Religion to be tr uf, 
and conſequently that without ſiacere obedience ro all Chrijts 
Precepts, not onely the infinite rewards of the Goſpel are for- 
feired, but the infinite torments become our-portion ; and yet 
to live lives of profaneneſs, and luxury, and indulgence to every 
liberty; that ſuites with our humors, without fear, or diſcom- 
feiture of minde, is a 2ortueſs of di/conrſe, that no man that hath 
conſideration enough to examine, or judgement to compare, 
can chooſe but diſcern and condemne in himſelf, As therefore 
the * Epicrrean that was reſolved not to be repreſt, or live in 
the awe of Religion, and Prieſts, counted it but necefry to dif- 
belicve the perpetuity of cormencs beyond this life, ſo hath it 

A2 been 


T hath al vays been accounted more Reaſonable 5,2 x, 
ro doubt of Principles firlt,and then to throw off 
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Set. 1. 


* H. Grotits, 


been Satans method (and the advantage which he hath taken of 
theſe times, from the commonnels of caſting down »20wnd: and 
hedges, of diſputing, and queſtioning the melt eſtabliſht Truths) 
to offer it tothe Reaſon and Judgment of his Clients, Whe. 
ther it be not'more caſte and hopeful to break up the foundatio; 


- it ſelf, then, while that remains in its firmneſs, to demoliſh that 


which is erefFed upon it, and by entangling men in thoſe praices, 
which render them uncapable of receiving benefit by (hriſtianity, 
to oblige them to endeavour to caſt off the dolFrines, and to rid 
themſelves from the ill conſequences of it. Thus have ſome 
men taught themſelves the 5&4, and dexterity of #»ravelling 
prixciples, and by giving themſelves /;berty to di/obey Chriſt in 
ſome pleaſant, or gainfs! particulars, have at laſt in their own de 
fence (that they may ſalve their phenomena, and appear congruuu 
to themſelves) arrived calmly to the /corners chair, the caſting of 
Chriſtianity it ſelf, 

In itcad of gainleſs complaints, I ſhall therefore haſten to give 
ſome check to this growing evil, and reduce the whole matter of 
debate to theſe two heads, : 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Grownds of ('hriſtiavity in the groſs, 
or bulk, all of it together, and in ſome meaſure, juſtifie the rea/one- 
blexeſs of them ; and then ſecondly, I ſhall deſcend in the retail, 
to the ſurvey and vindication of thoſe particular branches of 
Chriſtianity, which appear to men at this time to be leaſt ſuppor- 
ted with Reaſon, 


Cuap. I. 


The Grounds of Chriſtianity, or the Reaſons upon which 
men embrace Chriſtian Religion in the groſs, all of it 
together, 


| Þ lieu of the 9w4»y grownds (or ſeveral branches, and improve- 
ments of the ſame ove complicated ground) which*other men 


and Phil. Mor- have very rationally enlarged on, This preſent diſcourſe (which 
ney du ÞPleiſ 
Wc. 


* dclires not to expatiate,nor to ſuppoſe theReager to have renoun- 


ced 


of Chyiitian Religion. 


ced his Chriſtianity wholly)ſhal confine it ſelf to theſe two heads: 
Ficſt, the Teſtimony on which Chriftianity is built : Secondly, 
The advantages that thoſe, which embrace ir, ſhall reap by it. 
The firſt will render the belief ratiozal!, and conclude it impions 
to doubt of it, The ſecond will render the belief painful, and 
conclude it moſt »ncharitable to our ſelves, yea, and wnſafe, and 
treacherous not to adhere toit. The firſt will pronounce it, with 
the Apoſtle, a faithfwl ſaying ; the ſecond, Worthy of all accepta- 
tion, The firſt will reconcile it to our braivs, the ſecond to our 
hearts : The firſt will give it poſleſſion of our, nderftandings ; 
the ſecond will raviſh our wills with the beauty and luſter 
of it. 


The Teſt;meny on which we beleive (hriſtianity, 3. e. on which Sect, 2, 


we beleive that Chriſt was ſent from God, to reveal his Fathers 
will unto us, and to be beleived in all that he delivered to the 
World, (which, when it is be/e;ved, it neceſſarily follows, that 
all and every part of Chriſtian Religion is infallibly erue , and 
capable of no farther doubting ) is the moſt important, and con- 
vincing of beleif,or faith,which can be imagined, 

For if the Apofle had not ſaid it, it is yet in it ſelf moſt evi- 
dent to common ſenſe, That Faith commeth by hearing, i, e, that 
I cantot believe any thing to be true on any better , nay on any 
other ground, but onely that I hear it thus affirmed: And as 
the affirmation is, ſuch is the belief : If the affirmation be from 
a fallible perſov, from a meer man, the belief muſt be a fallible 
b:/:ef,but if the perſon affirming be i»fallible,then is the beliefe in+ 
fallrble alſo, 

That infallible af firmey is but one, iz, God, of whoſe nature 
itis, to be weraciors, to be able to do any thing, but to lie, 
which was alſo affirmed by Chri# out of the Principles of com- 
mon nature, Let God be trme, and every man a lier, i, e. though 
no i»fallibility of teſtimony can be attributed to any meer man, 
y<t whatſoever is teſtified by God, doth certainly deſerve to be 
fully credited, 

And therefore if Ged ſhall refifie the truth bf any thing, 
there can be no farther /cxwple or poſſibility of dowbting, or ſul- 
peRing the tguth of what is ſo teſtified,then there is a7a/l dowbr, 


whether the God of Heaven be God, or whether the God of _ 
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be the father of lies :. which as it is a degree above the de 


ning of 


Chriſt, and above the infidelity either of the Jew, or Maher. 
raxe, or even of Heatheniſm it ſelf, in that notion, wherein ie 


2 T»av 33TH 
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lignifies the 2 acknowledgment of wore gods then one, ( for aſl 
that have adored any 4e:ty, have acknowledged that God, or gods 


bd drabevces £ £0® ſpeak nothing but trath) {o is the pretending to it peculiar 
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"to very few ſince the beginning of the World. There 


Pyth. being not many that appear in ſtory to have affirmed that 
there is no CGod'at all, and thoſe not able to perſivade 
others, that they did believe themſelves when they ſo af- 


firmed. 


of £6. Now this affir-m.1tz0z or teſtification of Ged, that (rift was 
ſent from him,to declare his will to us, &c. ( upon which being 
once ſuppoſed, the truth of all Chriſtian Religion truly ſo called, 
is immediately and infallibly founded ) hath more then one way 
been authentically interpoſed, Such are the many repeated 
reſt imonies of the Prephets in the Old Teſtament (which finding 2 
perfe completion in Chriſt, nd none but Chriſt;do amount to a 
divine teſtimony. )Such was che comirg of the Angel to Mary the 
Mother of (rift, and to Elizabeth the Mother of [obn Baprift, 
inthe New Teſtament ; 25 Ito the Str which 'ighted the wiſe 


* Eſt quoque alia venerd + 
bilior & (anor hiſtoria, 
que perþiber ori ſtelle cu 
juſdam inſolirg non mor- 
bos moreſque pre” WItteros » 
ſed deſi enſum Der vencra- 
bilis ad bumarie ſorcdtt- 
onis ( without queltion 
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14/1um gratiam,quam a- Chal- 
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dius in Plat.Timaum, p.219. 
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men of che Eaſt unto him. ( and of which the * Hea+ 
thens themſelves have athicmed, not onely that it was 
an eſpecial Star, that never before appeared in the 
Heaven, but alſo that it had a portextons fignificancy, 
pointing at the deſcent of a venerable God, for the ſal. 
vation of men, ard the goed of Mortals ) So again that 
of the Afiracles wrought by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
which are another kinde of Gods ſpeaking to us i» 
men, and upon Earth ( particularly that of raiſing 
the dead) and are by the Apoſtles Ryled, whar in 
rea/on they are, demonſtrations, As 2,22, and reſti- 
fications of Ged himſelfe, Heb. 2. 4+ But above all 
his own Reſaurrefion out of the Grave, after he had 
been Crucitied by them. God by thus raiſiag him 
is ſaid ( molt truly according to the ditates of rea* 


4) to have 2 given to all men Faith, i.c. an argument of full 


that he was what he pretended co be, and fo 
to 
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tos ſet him ont as the perſon to be believed on, h being powerfully g 2yonyrs 
and determinately pointed ont, by that great aR, to be the Son of &y\}y 5, 15- 


Ged. Bur becauſe all of theſe would much /engthen this diſcourſe 
above the deſigned proportion, and becauſe each of them are 
largely infilted on by others, and becauſe no reſtimony is ordi- 
narily deemed more Axtheatich, then that of audible woice, I 
ſhall therefore chooſe principally to infiſt on that one ordinary 
way of Gods teſtifying to men, known to the Jews by the title 
of 9Þ ND , the davghtey of voice, or of thunder, 1, e, a revelation 
from Heaven, delivered in (or coming out of the midlt of) thun- 
der, which, ſay the 7ews, was the ſpeciall way of Gods revealing 
bimſelf under the /econd Temple, 

And by this God three times gave teſtimony to Chriſt. Firſt,im- 
mediately after his Bapts/m, Behold,the Heavens were opened to him, 
1c, viſibly and miraculouſly parted aſunder,and he, i. e; Fohn that 
baptized him, ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending like a Dove,and com- 
ing :p0n him,t.e deſcending, as a Dove deſcends upon any thing, 
vilibly hovering, & lightning on them, And behold,a voice ont of the 
Heavens ſajing,t.c.as the Heavens parted aſander, a clap of thun- 
der came out, and with it a voice delivering theſe words, 7 hz #5 
my beloved Sonne, in Whons I ams well pleaſed, i. e. this is my Son, 
whom I have ſent, his comming to the world, and his undertaking 
is perfeRly -agreeable to, and hath its original wholly from my 
wil : From which teſtimony of Gods, it is conſequent, That what- 
foever he teaches, comes from G94; and is to be embraced, as 
that which is perfeRly his 7/i/, and Law. And it is obſervable 
that in one of the old prophecies of the X/eſith, where it is fore- 
told, that Gods Spirit fhorld deſcend upon him, it is affirmed almoſt 
in the very words, which were here ſaid to come out of the rhu- 
der, that this was Gods beloved, in when his ſonl (1. e. he) Was well 
pleaſed, 

So again a ſecond time, in the preſence of three ſober men 
(which was the namber, by which the weightielſt matters 
were authentically 'reſtified) Peter, and James, and Fohn, be- 
ing all with him in a mountain, Behold, a Lghtfom clond over- 

ſhadowed them, and a woice out of the cloud, ſaying, Thu u 
my beloved Son 5n whom I am well pleaſed : Hear him, Giving an 
unqueſtioned a»thority to all, that ſhould ever come from him 
after, Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, At a time, not long before his death, when he was 
a praying to his Father to glovifie bu Name, A voice came fro Heas 
ven, ſaying, T have both glorified it, and will glorifie it again, And of 
them that ſfaod by, ſome ſaid that 3! thundr ed, others, that it was au 
Angel that ſpake to him: From both which, it is eaſily concluded, 
That God, whether by, or without the A4niftery of an Angel,was 
heard to fpeak.to him out of the Thunder. 

What was thus done perſonally to Chriſt, was with ſome ſmall 
variation promiſed, (and ſo by Fehn Baptiſt firſt foretold) that 
it ſhould be performed (after his departure) to his Apoſtles, 
or Diſciples, who were to preach his Doftrine, and what they 
knew of him, after his going out of this world ; and accordingly, 
in the very manner which was fore-told, it came to paſs, as all 
other things foretold by him, did punRtally follow. For as 
they were all together ; there Was ſnddenly a noiſe from Heaven, at 
of a vielent wind, and filled the whole hanſe where they ſate. And 
ſo this {{tyled the i Baptizing them with the Holy Ghoſt, i.e, 
Receiving them with a far higher ('eremony then that of Baptiſm, 
viz, with a ſhining glorious deſcent of the Spirit of God upon 
them) did at once give them their {ammiſſion from Heaven, and 
was 2 teſtimexy of God himſelf, That what they ſhould teach from 
Chriſt, was the very dotine,which Ged required to be embraced 
by the World, ; 

And of this ſort there was yet farther one moſt eminent pal 


' ſage. A known and eminent ew, one Saul, who by his Sef# (2 


Fhariſee) and by his extraordinary warmth, and zeal to the 
Zewiſh Law, in oppoſition to Chriſtianity, had intereſſed himſelf 
profeltly in the perſecuting of it, had a principall hand in the put- 
ting St. Stephen.to death (as appears by the witneſſes, laying their 
garments at bu: feet, AQts 7. 58.) and was engaged in a moſt vehes 
ment, bloody deſigne againſt the Chriſtians in Damaſcus, and ha- 
ving gotten Lezzers of Commiſſion from the High Prieſt to that 
purpoſe, Atts 9, 1. was now very ragefu/ upon his way thither ; 
This man thus breathing ont threatnings, and ſlaughters againſt 
the Church, and-as he was cloſe to Damaſerns, his. journeys end, 
on aſudden a. light from Heaven ſhone about him, like lightning 
flaſhing about his ears ; and falling ro the ground, by that means 
he heard a voice laying to him, Sar, Sanl, why. perſecnteſt thou 
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me ? In wordsſo convincingly delivered, that he knew affuredly, 
that it was God, that by an A»gel thus appeared , and ſpake to 
him ; and thereupon he gave anſwer immediately, 7ho art thou 
Lird ? The woice replyed, I am Jeſus whom then perſecnteſt, with 
the addition of other words, which ſtruck him into ſuch a 
lorror, that immediately trembling, and in agony of Pajſion , He 
ad, Lord What wilt thou have we ts do? And was again an- 
ſwered, what he ſhould do, Go wnto the City, and there heſhould 
receive particular Diretions, Which accordingly happened , 
and this perſon became immediately a prime Apoſtle, or Preacher 
of Chriſtianity. This thing was not done privately, but every cir- 
cumſtance of the ſtory was publickly known at that time ; his 
Letters from the High Prieſt were known to the Sanheavrin ; 
and before he came to Damaſc, the news of them was come 
thither, ſo far, that Ananias a Chriſtian there, that in a viſion 
from God was bid to go to him in ſuch a houſe, made this ob- 
jetion againſt obeying the command, That this was the may, 
that had done ſo much miſchief, and was now come with ſuch a 
(ommiſſion to apprehend all that profeſ# the worſhip of Chriſt in 
that place, And beſides, there was company with him on the 
way, when the prodigy befel him, and all they heard the woice, 
and ſaw no body, Verſ. 7. 'Tis true indeed, that in one relation of 
that paſſage, As 22. 9. it is ſaid, That they heard not the voice. 
But that {as all other ſeeming contradiions of the Scripture) 
is ealily ſalved by obſerving, that the word 5 in Hebrew, 
which ſignifies a voce, ſignifies thander alſo, as Hebr. I 2. 26. 
Whoſe voice, i. e. Thunder ſhaketh the earth, and ſo very often. 
And ſo where it is ſaid, That they heard the voice, the ſenſe is, 
That they heard the thunder, which was joyned with the [ightning 
that fl: (ht about him ; and when it is ſaid, They heard not the 
voice, it is expreſt in the place, what is meant by it, They heard 
xot the voice of bins that ſpake to him, 1. &. The voice of Chriſt 
immediately appearing from Heaven, and calling unto him, Sal, 
Sal, 6, but onely ſav the lightning, and heard the thunder : 
but what was ſaid to him, he onely heard that was concerned 
in it, buc by the effefts, his anſwers, and conſequent change, they 
ealily 4;ſcerzed that alſo, though they heard ir not, This ſtory 
did this man alwaies avow as a zotoriores Truth, whenſoeyer he 
B Was 
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was called in queſtion by fews or Romans, for Preaching Chr;p , 
and there was never any queſtion made of the truth of it : Ang 
this went for his (ommiſſion to be an »pefile of Chriſt ; and 
he never ſought for any other : And after doing more ſervice 
in the Church, then all the relt of Chrifts own ( regularly choſen, 
and defigned ) Apoſtles, he at laft laid down his life for 
the teftimony of that Truth , which before this he had ſo ſharply 
perſecuted, — | 

This is not all yet ; for at the beginning of the diffuſion of the 
Goſpel to the Gentile World, and for the declaring of Gods Will 
in that particular, there was not onely a vi/fon tO Cornelius, and 
an extaſie, and an audible veyce from Heaven to Saint Petey, in 
theſe words, «Ariſe Peter, kill and eat, ( the obicurity of which 
words, and of the repreſentation, to which they belonged, was 
preſently interpreted by the effet?. ) But beyond both thee, 
it follows, That at the Preaching of Pcter to Coryelins, and the 
reſt of his company of Gentile believers , the Holy Ghoſt fell 
01 all that heard the Word, i. &. probably came down 
them in ſome way of viſible appearance, ( the like a u 
before had befaln the Apoſtles, ) or if not ſo, yer in ach 
manner, as evidenced it ſelf by giving them power of pack: 
ing ſtrange languages, and other gitts, and graces, ficting chem 
for ſeveral conditions in the Church : And this was teen by 
the Zews, that were very far from being inclinable to believe 
ſuch a thing of Gentiles, and being convinced by the evidence, 
b were aſtoniſhed at it, rapt with admiration at the ftrangeneſs, but 
no way doubting the trmth of it : And it ſo fell out, that Pete 
afterwards being called in queſtion by other 7ews, for what he 
had then done in Preaching to Gentiles , ( which they thought 
utterly unlawful ) by this relation of the deſcent of the Hol 
Ghsſt upon thoſe Gentiles, © he ſatisfied them ; which ſure he 
could not have done, if there had remained any doubt of the 
truth of it, And the ſame fell out again to the Epheſian Diſciples 
and the 7r#th that ic did ſo, was evidenced, by their ſpeaking all 
ſtrange languages(which they had never learned ) and prophecying, 
Two gifts, which were ſo conſtant conſequents ok; that coming of 
the Holy Ghoſt on any,that they tcltificd it convincingly to thoſe, 
that had no evidence of the fact, 
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| The propriety of this deſcent "to this turn, and to that other $27, x 


grand one of giving Commiſons(and authorizing,and ſo teſtifying 
the ruth of all that ſhould be 7aught by them,on whom the Spiric 
thus deſcended ) may perhaps be better underſtood, by remem- 
bring the cu#oms appointed by Godamong the Fews. Thoſe that 
were,among them,called to be Prophets out of their Schools, were 
aſſumed, and conſecrated to it by axeinting, ( a ceremony of ad- 
vancing to ſome eminent office ; and therefore the Chaldee Para- 
phraſe for nunction, reads ordinartly N37 advancement.) Now 
for many yeers, beſore this coming of Chyiſt, Prophecy had failed 
among the 7ews : Under the ſecond Temple, fay they, there was 


3. 


no 0y/,nor any * way of Revelation,fave onlythat 
of the voice from Heaven. Now therefore when 
God was thus pleaſed to ſend His Son, to reveal 
his compleat Will unto the World, and from 
him to continue the ſame, by his Apeſiles, and 


others after him ; in ſtead of that ſolemn Cere- 


mony of Vnction , is this viſible deſcent of the 
Hely Ghoſt on him, and on them,in a ſpining fiery 
clogd, and with it theſe words of conſecration to 
Chrift, This ts my Beloved Son, &c. and in licu 
of that voice, the gift of T ongues,to the Apoſtles, 
and ethers, Fhis was foretold by one of the 
7ewiſh Prophets long before, That the Lord ſhould 
anunt him to Preach, and that the Spirit of the 


a Gradus Revelationis Diving 
quatuor, Neſuah prophetia per viſio- 
nem , & ſpectra. Kuach Hacadoſh, 
afflatus Spiritus Sanfti, qui erat ſinc 
i/ts, ut tn David, Wc. Wrim & 
Tummin in peforali judicii ((plede- 
ſcentia peQoralis, ſeu Hoſchen prx< 
nuntians Fudeis vicoriam, quod 
ceflavit ſplendeſcere- An. 200.an- 
tequam ego ſcriberem, inquit Fo- 
ſephus , cum Dews iraſceretur ob 
rranſgreſſiones Legum, vid. Sud, 
in voce Ephod ) & Bath Col. i. e. 
vox celitus audita,& hac ultima erat 
ſub templo ſecunds, £6. vid Þ.F ag 
un in Targum Pentat. Exod. 


Lord ſhould be upon bim, i.e. that he ſhould be anointed, 5.e, or- 
dained to this office of Preaching Gods Will, not by material oyl, 
but ſpiritual unction, by the real deſcent of the &pirit of God up- 
on him, And accordingly one of his Diſciples , Saint 7obn, 
being to confute a ſort of Antichriſtian Hererticks of his time, 
which denied Chriſt to be come realy in the eſs, uſeth no other 
Argument ( to fortifie them , to whom he writes ) but onely 
the mention of this Tefimony from Heaven , this deſcent on 
Chriſt and the ApeFiHes, and others, who had inſtruRted them 
in Chriſtianity ; which he yails under the title of the Vnction, 
viz, that wnction valgarly known among them by that name ; 
the #»ction from the holy One,as he calls its.e.from God in Heaven, 


by which (as by their Teachers it had been communicated to 
B 2 them 
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them ) they kyew all things ( 5.e,were ſure that the Doftrine they 
had been taught, was true) and eeded wot to be taught by apy, i.e, 
wanted no more Arguments to confirm this truth unto them : 
That #xction, as he farther addes, teaching them of «!l, i, e, givin 
them ſufficient #»/?rnctions in that matter, and in all other ſuch 
fundamental truthes of the Chriſtian Doctrize, teſtified to them 
by thoſe who had been thus aroizted immediately from Heavez, 
authoriſed to teach them Truth : This ſame again, as far as con. 
cerned Chriſt, is by another 2 Evangelical writer joyned with 
his working of Miracles, and called Gods anointing bins with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and With power, ( as in b another place Gods ansinting 
him,alone)which is direRtly the ſame wirh chat other phraſe uſed 
by Saint Paul, the © demonſtration of the $ porit, an1 of power, the 
deſcent of the Spirit, and Working of Miracles : The two things, 
which he urged to the fews or Heathens, whereſoever he preach- 
ed,(as things, which he was ſure, they could no more contradid, 
then demen#irations themſelves, there being ſo many then alive, 
that could witneſs the rr#th of them. ) In which reſpeR, he after 
rells chem, of Gods having confirmed them into Chrift, and an: 
ointed and ſealed them, all in the ſame ſenſe,to lignifie Gods having 
afforded them theſe convincing teſtimonies of the truth of Chriſti. 
anity, preached to them by thoſe, on whom the Holy Ghoſt had 
deſcended and who wrought Afiracles among them, 

That this was a very competent confirmation of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, may yer farther appear by conſidering, firſt the perſons to 
whom this was to be done, thethen Church of God, the people of 
the Fews, which were acquainted with his voices, and his Pros 
phets, and his Occonomies formerly among them : Secondly, the 
matter that was thns to be confirmed, no greater change, then 
to which this way of atteſtation may in reaſon be deemed abun- 
dantly prgportionable, For the things to be beleived, onely the 
real completion of ſome things, which had been before forete/4, 
and the revealing ſome truths, which had been more ob/curely 
repreſentesin the Old Teſtament ; and then thoſe, how high and 
myſterious ſoever, yet being clearly revealed by (hriſt,antl the A- 
poftles in the New, and the explicit belief of them, no further re- 
quired of any, then in proportion to the degree of the revelation 
of them, the revealing of them mult be looked on, as the /aris/5- 
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ing of an appetite, a defire of more knotv/edg (which is naturally in 
all men, and is ſarpened by the having received ſome imper fect 
rages Of it) and conſequently ſhould not in-reaſon be expected to * 
be atteſted with ſuch a pomp of fignes , and prodigies, as impo» 
7:003 Of tasks, and exactings of obedrences are wont to be, Then 
for the things to be done in Chriſtianity, the arties and 05/ervan- 
ces ; It is again conſiderable, that the change in that reſp:& was 
not ſuch, as would derominate it a yew Relzgion, but onely the re- 
forming and perfefing that which was before received among the 
ews,and the making it more rolerable and eafie tobe received by 
other parts of the (Genti/e) World. The wer/hip of the one true 
Gol, Creator of Heaven and Earth, (contrary to the falſe wor ſhips 
of the 91any.gods,and idols of the Heathens,and to all the wnnatural 
luſts attending them) had been ſuthiciently teſtified to the Nation 
of the Fews, by many woices from Heaven, and undeniable 
atteſtations of God himſelf (and indeed to other Nations by the 
fearful, miraculous judgments, ſhewn in Zgype, and on the Cana- 
axites, under the conduR of Moſes, and Zoſtuah, ec.) and by 
Geds continual reſiding among that people, and his atteſting that 
by the Urim and Thummin, by the ſeveral Prophets ſent by him, 
and the other ways of revelations, And to thoſe that granted 
all this, it was foretold (fo often that no Few doubted of it) that 
there ſhould come days of Reformation, that there ſhould come 
a Meſſias. This was long ago promiſe} through all paſſages of 
their ſtory ; to Adam under the title of the Seed of the woman ; 
to Sem, that Ged ſhould dwell or pitch his tabernacle in the Tents 
of Sem, take fleſ; upon him in hes fumily ; to Abraham, to Judah, 
to David, and all along through the writings of their Prophets : 
Concerning this eſias, their carnal hearts had pre-conceived 
ſome miſtakes, as that he ſhou'd be a glorious King here, and 
make them again, (aftcr their being /nbaved by the Romans) a 
molt viforious, glorious people on Earth, and this, howſoever 
they demean'd themſelves, onely by the priviledz of having A- 
braham (to whom great promiſes were made) to their father. At 
laſt this Meſſias (otherwiſe deſcribed by their Prophets , as one 
that ſhould come in a mean and /owly manner, no way deſireable 
tothe eye of the world, /a. 53. ) comes juſt as he had been fore- 
i9/d, a forerunzer being ſent before him, on purpoſe to pgs 
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his way, to diſpoſſeſs them of their fond perſwaſions of their 4b. 


ſolmte elefion (by having Abraham to their father) and pointing 


him out particularly as the Son of God, the Ieſſias that was now 
to be received (as he had been fo greedily, and ſo long expected) 
by them. This forerunner, that thus foretold, and after pointed 
him out, was (as they, that crucified Chriſt, confeſs) by all the 
* Pew taken for a Prophet. And moreover to this teſtimony of 
this acknowledged Prophet, comes in the addition of the miracs- 
lo:44 deſcent of the holy Spirit, and the voice from Heaven, and all 
that hath been mentioned conſequent to that, And to thoſe, 
among whom this had always been acknowledged an anthentich 
way of atteſting Gods will, nothing could be more required but 
this ; Chriſt then (or God himſelf in humane zature, aflumed of 
a virgin, and born after a /zpernatural manner) when he came to 
thirty yeers old (the age of a Doctor among that people) ſets to 
this buſineſs, which it was foretold he ſhould perform, tells them 
how the former /aw was to be reformed, (and eſpecially their 
former lives, from external obſervances to internall purities) 
and how to be fied up, and perfected in ſome particulars ; and 
then lightly changes ſome ceremonies cuſtomary 'among them, 
and accommodates them to preſent uſe, removes the wall of 4 
2i//0n, which had been between them, and all the reſt of the 
world, (hews them, that that was meant onely to keep them 
from imitating the Heathers ſins, and now that there was more 
need that Heathens , and they ſhould /ove one another , and 
joyn to reform both their lives, and pratice Chriſtian virtues, 
then keep that ſapercilions diſtance from one another ;'and in 4 
word, he brings the whole matterto ſach a »zodel, as all other 
men, but the Zews, like extremely better,then that which was be- 
fore among them , and conſequently , come in, in ſholes, at 
the preachivg of it: And the ews, that doe not ſo, acknow- 
ledg the onely reaſon why they do not, to be their zeal to 
their /aw of ontward performances, and the perſwaſion of their 
abſolute eleftion, that is, in effe, that they had no other quar- 
rel to him, but onely that he did not teach the do7rines that 
they /iked, and were before imbued with , which if he had, 
he had by that very means done contrary to the prophecies by 
them allowed of, which forctold he (ſhould work a reformation. 

| Upon 
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Upon theſe wnreaſonable terms, they crwcifie hin : And by their 
doing ſo, more wonderful atteſtations yet are given to all this, 
In his very death the Sun is miraculouſly eclipſed, at a time of 
the Moon, when by »atare it was abſolutely impoſſible, and ſo far 
againſt all rules of e Aſtronomy, that learned men in other places 
took notice of it to be a violence done to nature, which mult ſig- 
nifie ſome great matter, Then a prodigy befalls che Temple, and 
that a very ſgnificant one, Then the bodies of many dead men a- 
riſe and go to fernſalem, and are ſeen by many. Bur above all, he 
himſelf -:/erh from the dead,and Angels again are ſent to give no. 
tice of it : And thoſe that at his death had feared themſelves de+ 
luded ( as adverſity 1s a great temptation, and by Chriſt himſelf, 
foretold to be ſo)are every one of them confirmed by /ceing, rouch-+ 
ing, talking with him : And what is ſeen, and teſtified by them, 
was /een alſo by five hundred perſons at once, which lived many 
years £0 atreF? the truth to all that doubted it ; And at length 
(which was the m_ ſt immediate te7ification of the truth of all the 
former) he is bodily and viſibly riken np into Heaven, before 
kheir EYcS, 
Wen that was done, there was but one imaginable method $22, 15, 
behinde, that, according as he had promiſed, while he was upon 
Erth, he (hould, being himſelf departed, ſen the Paraclet, which 
by d;/cending viſibly upon the eFpoſtles, and by enduing them 
with the gift of doing Miracles, and of peaking of all Languages, 
which th:y were known never to have learnt, ſhou!d enable 
them to convince the World, by the teſtimony of Chriſts Reſurre- 
Gon, and Aſcention, and deſtroying of Satan by his death ( the 
moſt improbable means of working victeries ) that he was the 
Meſ5:as foretold, that Seed of the Woman, that ſhould break, the 
Ser pents head, Oa ſtrength of this, they which fo lately donbred, 
now cheerfully lay down their lives, in teftifying of all theſe 
truths And thoſe fews that did not yet believe on him, were 
according to his diſtin predictions, many times repeated , (they, 
their Temple, in which they truſted, their City, their whole 
Natien, and infinite multitudes of them , whereſoever they 
were found ) molt ſtupendiovſly deltroyed by the Reman Exgles 
or Legions, All chis ( thus haſtily pur together, ſo as neceflarily 
to omit many weighty circumſtances under every head) is ſure 
' prodigy 
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- prodigy enough to atteft, and authorize no greater a chayge, then 


the clearer Revelation of ſome obſcurer truths , the confutation 
of ſome falſe Dottrines, and the Reformation of ſome ceremonies, 
and the perfecting and heightning of ſome Laws leſs P before, 
and the inſtituting of a few »/eful ceremonies in ltead of many 
burthenſome ones,can be thought to amount to, 

This firſt gound of beleiving (hriſftianity being thus menti- 
oned,is not capable of anydiſpute from any reaſonable man, unleſs 
from him which ſhall queſtion,whether this be not fab»loxns in the 
relation, 5. e. whether urn there were ever indeed heard ſuch voi- 
ces, or ſecondly, whether they were not deluſions of the hearer:, 
or at leaſt the voice of ſome other, and not of God; And to him 
that ſhall make the former ſcruple, I ſhall be able to give as (a- 
tisfaQory an anſwer, as is poſſible to be given, of a matter of 
this nature, Of any the lighteſt or weightieſt conſequence : To a 
matter of this nature, I ſay, i.e. of a matter of fact, (for ſuchit 
muſt needs be,that ſach a voice was heard from Heaven)and that 
face paſt ſo many hundred yeers ago : For firſt, that face was of 
neceſſity to be confined to ſome determinate time and place, to be 
done ſomewhere, and why not in 7«de4, where it is ſaid to be 
done ? tobe ſeen by ſome particular men, and by them of ne- 
ceflity (if it were to be known)to be atteſted to others ; nay,if i 
had been done fo as to be heard,and ſeen by the whele World then 
living, (though that this ſhould point out that one perſon 7eſw;, 
would not be well reconciteable with that, becauſe his body could 
not be in every place) yet could not the next Age come to know 
this, bur mult be forced to make uſe of the atteſtation of men of 
that Age to reveal it to them, and ſo proceed by the very way 
that now is allowed us,that of faith or beleiving, For ſecondlly, 
ſhould there at this hour come the /ike voice from Heaven, in the 
hearing of any the moſt creditable honeſt men of this Age, what 
way would be expeted to convince the Ages to come ( who 
ſhould not be preſent to hear it ) of the truth of this, but by the 
conſtant affirmation of thoſe, who are now ear-witneſſes of it,and 
by their committing all this towriting now, ſo that all that ſhould 
now live,and /#ſpect, or beleive it a forgery,might be able to exa- 
mine and diſcover the truth of it;eſpeciaÞy,if to that they ſhould 
joyn the doing of the greatelt Miracles, which coming oy 
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from God, cannot be conceived to be by him allowed to ai/? the 
ion I bringing a /ie into the World, 
ies, Beyond ſuch zeſtimony of eye, or ear-witneſſes thus publickly 
re, @ and authoritatively proteſted, and conveighed to poſterity, there 
any Wis no vational evidence imaginable, for thoſe that lived not in 
that age; nor doe men at any time exaQt or require any more 
nti- 8 authenick proofe of matters of fa, or ground of b:lieving atry 
leſs thing, For as to the voice of God again from Heaven, (which 
the WW alone can pretend to be above this) this is not at all commodious 
vei- 8 to this turn ; for this were for God to mulciply progegies, imypro- 
er1,  per'ly and nnſeaſanably , *cis ſure unneceſſarily, and to all that 
him I were not preſent, this would be again as queſtionable as the 
; (a- WW former. 
roof For the teſtifying an high important truth, which cannot 
otherwiſe be known, God hath been pleaſed thus perſonally to in« 


h it Wcerpoſe his own power, and axthoryity, and to ſpeak from Heaven, 
hat {MY yea, and to repeat that again and again,that there may no matter 
s of Wof doubt remain concerning it : But when that hath been thus 
) be Widone by God ſufficiently, then are there ſufficient humarxe means 
be Wlto convey the 2r«th or hiſtory of this faRt to other men, viz, the 
ne- {W:-#i1o»y of choſe, that ſaw or heard it., And as it were ridicu- 
if it Wlous to ſuppoſe, or expeR from Goa, that he ſhould reifie from 
hen eaves, that ſuch men did hear that former voice from Heaven, 


otheſame Law of Gea, and Nature, which forbids /ying, as 
inful, forbids alſo incredwlity, 2s irrational, when a thing is by 
nov W-1/$e4e4d witneſſes, upon certain knowledg, with ſo many in- 
n of Wprovements and advantages, thus ſuſſiciently teſtified: And if God 
way {WW upon mans ſeveral incred#lities, ſhould be (till obliged to give 
[lly, vicne/s to his eruths by his own voice, then ſhould he cur off that 
the Br»: for beleif, which in all other things (agreeably to the diates 
hat WY of rea/0nable nature) he hath made ſtanding among men. And 
vho {Win this caſe to require any higher reſtix20zy, were the ſame incon- 
' the Wvenient abſardity, as not to beleive any thing upon any other 
and {Meround, then that of fight (which -is indeed to miſtake kyowledg 
zuld i for beleif; or evidence for adherence, and mult neceffarily leave 
-x4- Wnothing of v5-t«c rewardable in that Faith, which is ſo violently 
uld BY and #1avoidably produced) or to expeR a woice from Heaven to 
give me daily aſſurance of all the palluges, or relations of bifery 
an 
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and not to beleive that there was ſuch a man as Alexander, or 
Ceſar, or William the Conqueror,or Elizabeth the late (but before 
our birth) 2 =cen of this Kingdom, unleſs ſome voice of God from 
Heaven attelt it to me. 

They that cannot beleive at any cheaper rate, then of a new 

minuitly prodigy from Heaven, for every a&t of beleiving a pro- 
digy from Heaven, or (more plainly ) they that will not beleive 
any thing, but what they kxow, mult be fed alſo as well as taught 
by miracle, or elſe muſt be obliged to abſtinence (greater then any 
man inflits upon himſelf) by continuing conſtant to that princi-- 
ple. For no man hath demonſtration, or infallislity, or evidence, 
for his ſafety in any bit of meat, that he eats, or the firmmeſ; of 
any floor he ſtands on ; it being always poſſible, that what doth 
molt xour;ſh, and ſuſtain, might by ſome poyſorors mixture, ſmite 
and deſtroy ; that the roof that covers, and pretefZs, might mi. 
nuitly overwhelm and bxry us;yet are we not ſuch Hypochondriach 
in theſe matters of daily uſe, (and in them that are, it is interpre- 
ted an eminent defect, or decay of reaſon, and not -an higher pitch 
of it) as to deprive our ſelves of the benefit of food and raymen, 
pon conſideration of theſe remore poſſible dangers, nor to few 
all things but what we kyow infallibly, 

And if it (hall be ſaid that eating is neceſſary for the preſer 
vation of l;fe, and that that conſideration makes it reaſonable to 
truſt on thoſe grounds, becauſe by dif&ruſting, we ſhould ſubject 
our ſelves to acerrmnry of that, whereof the other is at moſthu 
an bazard ; I anſwer, Ficlt, that this infarce was produced onely 
to ſhew, that we think it reaſonable, without fear , or dowbt, to 
relie on ſome things, for which we have no demonſtration, ot 
knotvledg of the iwwpeſſibility of the contrary , and that. is (til 
proved by this »»/faxce, though it be granted, that eatrg is ere 
ſary ; becauſe if the wecefſiry of eating were the cauſe that made 
men venture that hazard, they ſhould never ventyre ic, till chey 
were neceſlarily to ferve Without it ; and when they did ſo, they 
ſhould do i with continual dombr, and fear of the poſſeble danger; 
neither of which are thought rational, nor praftifed by confrde- © 


, ring men. And fecondly, the interpretation of [ being fed} inthe F 


S»ftance, was [the Whole comrſe of men in feeding ] which is not Þ 
the proportioning of food to the wece/ſ{ties of lite, or the Zeſio 
0k 
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or Carnarian diet, but the free manner of feeding among men, 
ſuch as was parallel'd ro the fanding on a floor , that mjghe 
poſſibly fa, that is, being in an »pper room ; which being not at 
all »eceſſary to life, and withall poſſible in nature that it ſhall 
minuitly be our death,is yet made uſe of among all iſe mex,with 
as much confidence,and fearleſneſ5, as it is expeRed of us, that we 


ſhonld belerve the Goſpel. 
This may be enlarged to the ſeverall bſineſſes. of the World, ef, x1, 


wherein all men a& moſt confidently ; ro that of Trafficking, 
and Trading, and all kindes of Merchandizing, which are really 
mixt with not improbable hazards ; the whole life of the hg5band- 
man, is 2 continual example of thoſe, that think fit to adhere, and 
beleive, and aft accordingly, without having received any demon. 
ſftration. And none of all theſe are ever counted irrational, even 
ho have fixed no thoughts beyond this /fe, and the 
thriving , /and proſpering in it, and who conſequently are to loſe 
their chief, and onely good, if it ſhould miſcarry, and who in 
all chings of that =atwre are generally as rational, and wary, 
and hard to beleive withont ſecurities, as the wiſeſt men in the 


- by thoſe w 


World. 


And if we will in the buſineſs in hand ( the beleiving of the Set. 22; 


eApoſtles relations concerning thoſe Teſtimonies given Chriſt 
from Heaven, wherein we have infinitely ſtronger grotnds, to 
baild our Faith on ſecarities, and convitions incomparably more 
pregnant and vehement ) allow it reaſonable for us to do that 
once, Which in all other things we do confidently every minuit of 
out lives, viz. beleive, what we have all reaſon to beleive,withourt 
Eating of evidence or demonſtration, there will be no more re- 


ired of us in this matter. 


that the te 
appear by 


ing of the Goſpel hath all imaginable a4vantages,wil 
a 


re application of the particulars, 


< That this is direRtly the caſe in hand, and over and above this, Se%?. 23. 


The voices from Heaven concerning Chriſt, are teſtified by SedF, 24. 
the” jopnt-concurrence Of all that were preſent at them, no one 
finding any cauſe of /cr»ple, or interpoling any dowbe concerning 


{ them, Thoſe very perſons with the addition of many more, are 


allowed the favor of ſeeing him after his Reſarrefion, of uſing 


all the moſt 5falible means of Aw themſelves and others 
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of the reality of this. Bring thus affured, they make it the 
buſineſs of their whole /ives after to communicate it to others, 
ſome in writings, all in preaching through all parts of the Worlq, 
( whither they travelled on purpoſe to propagate this truth) 
agrecing in the whole matter of /ory, and in every circum. 
ſtance of it. The tr«th of what they ſay, they again back with 
Miracles on one fide, with completion of prediftions, both of the 
Prophets of old concerning Chriſt, and of Chriſt, concerning 
them, and the ſncceeding Ages, ( eſpecially that concerning his 
ſpeedy coming in vengeance againſt his er#cifiers ) on the other 
fade : Both, Teſtimonies of God, to authorize their teftimonies, In 
propagating this doArine, as they uſe not ſtrengeh,or force,which 
hath been the engine by which all other Religiozs have received 
their growth , ſo they never endevour to diſturb States or Ge 
vernments, for ( or by ) the planting this Dofrine , but always 
Preach /#bjection to the powers, which are any where eſtabliſhed, 
and without all refance, Profeſs ( and by their actions demon- 
ſtrate) themſelves obliged to /#fer , whatſoever their /awful 
Magiſtrates inflit on them, and contend only with their prayer: 
to God, that they may live quietly 23d peaceably under them, hi 
ving ſtill their croſs in their haxds, and many, times on their 
ſhoulders, to follow (hrift. And if this were not ſufficient to pre 
vent, or to ſatisfie the jealouſtes of Heathen Princes , yer, upon 
that very account, it jsthe greater teſtimony of the truth of their 
Doctrine , when they that propagate it, are ſo far from deſign- 
ing any temporal advantages to themſelves , which might bribe 
them to the depofing an #»rrnth,that they actually part with theit 
very lives ; and conſequently with all capacity of thoſe poſſible 
advantages, and acquire nothing but reproches, and torments and 
death it ſelf ; and all this without any other imaginable rewardor 
payment, in commntation, Or reparation for all this, ſave only the 
future expeRation of that,for which they yet had no fartheraſſ#- 
rance;then the truth of that, w hich they thus confelt ; nay yer far- 
ther, when they have given this co/ly teſtimony to this truth , Gul © 
again bears teſtimony to them , and by Miracles wrought at their F 
Monuments,being dead, they yet ſpeak, 4 
That all rhis is thus zr»e, is again it ſelf zeſtified, not onely 
by records (till extant under their hands, who Wreze the Goſpels 
an 
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and the Afs, and by foorfteps and remainders of all others preach- 
ing, whereſoever they taught, but alſo by the like conſent of 
the whole Church, i. e. whole multitudes of that age, wherein 
this is pretended to be written and taught, who being convinced 
with the 17th of what we now enquire after, readily 'gave up 
their names to the be/ief of it, and to the conſequent confeſſion of 
Cirif, though the doing it, did.in like manner coſt them very 
dear, the parting with their eſpouſed cſoms of livings, whether 
among the Zewiſs, or Gentile world, their pleaſurestheir worldly 
wealth, and oft-times their /ives alſo, 

Beyond all this, the ſucceſs which attended it, had ſo much 
of ſtrangeneſs in it (viz, that from ſuch mean and ſimple be- 
ginnings and inſtruments, without any kind of power, or earthly 
authority to back ir, without one ſword ever drawn in defence 
of it, Chriſtianity ſhouid ſoon obtain ſuch a viFory over the 
heart of men, in ſo great a part of the world) that nothing but 
truth, which hath that over-r»ling force init, can be deemed to 
have been its Champion, 

Laſtly, that theſe are the Writings, thoſe the zradirion of 
thoſe eye-Witreſſes, whoſe they pretend to be, and that they were 
by ſuch Poles, ſuch multitudes of men of all Nations believed 


_ then, and that belief ſigned by the þ/o94 of many, by the hazards 


and adventures of moſt, by the profeſt nox-reſiſtance of all, this 
15 as fally zeſtified to us, as any matter of fat? can be ſuppoſed 
tobe, by the concurrent teſtzmories of all of that age, which ſay 
any thing of it, and by a generall ſucceſſive atteſtation of all in- 


- tervening ages, fince that time, (the authority of * thoſe wri- 


tings being never contefted by any) z. e. by the ſame means of 
probation, upon which we believe thoſe things, which we lealt 
doubt of, and againſt which men cannot feigne any ſound, or 
ſhew of proof, fave onely that teſtimonies are not demonſtrati- 
9%; Which exception will in like manner be in a like or far 


greater force againſt all other things, which we believe moſt con- 
hdently, 


Sed. 26, 


Sea, 27. 
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Sed. 28. 


I am not willing to leave any poſſible c-wple unſatisfied in this 
matter, and therefore I ſhall proceed to that other bolder ob. 
jcRion ſtill behind, That that which is pretended to be the voice 
of Ged, may not have been ſuch, but ſome 4el»/ion of the hearers, 
or at leaſt the voice of ſome other, and not of God, as the de- 
vilin the oracle delivered himſelf by voice ; and therefore though 
it be confeſt, that if this voice were Gods, it is infallibly cyedit- 
able, yet there will need ſome certain way of diſcrimination, to 
aſſure it was his. To this I anſwer, That the perſon whoſe 06. 
getion this maybe ſuppoſed to be, is either a bare Theſ?, that 
acknowledges a God, but not the God of 7/rae!; or elſe he that 
acknowledges what the Jew did, the truth of the Od Teftamen : 
I ſhall reply ſomewhat to each of theſe, 

To the former, That if this way of objecting would be of 
force, there could be no way for God to reveal himſelf to man, 
Veracity would be an empty attribute of God, of no fignification 
tous; Forit isnot imaginable that there ſhould any greater 
aſſurance of Gods ſpeaking to men, then by the Heavens opew- 
ing, and from thence the Spirit of God deſcending viſibly, and 
lighting on one, and out of the clowds a voice delivered ; what- 
ſoever elſe can be imagined or named will not be above this. 
And if all the ways that God can uſe,be not able to give aſſurance, 
that it is God that ſpeaks, what are we the neer for knowing that 
God cannot lie, as long as there is ſuppoſed for us no way to 
know, what at any time he faith > nay, to what uſe (as to this 
particular) is his emnipotexce, if he canxet reveal himſelf to us in 
ſuch a way, that may be reaſonable for us to believe to be hu, 
and not ſome deceivers voice ? Nay, in this, God (hall not be able 
to doe ſo much, as any ordinary man ; for he can fo reveal him- 
ſelf, or ſpeak, as no man that is pre/ſcxt, and doth not fop his cars, 
ſh1ll be able to doubt of his ſpeaking. 

To the ſecond fort of ebjecters, I anſwer, That the objeon will 
loſe all its ſeeming force, if it be remembred ; that although 
now among us,voices from Heavenare not heard, and (therefore 
we are not at this diſtance ſo competent judges of the clearne/s 
or certainty, that ſuch, when they were, were not deluſions, and 
accorcingly the aſſent required of us of 7b: age, is but propertice 
zable to the grounds of belief, which we enjoy) yet among ay 

people 
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people of the Fewes, this was very ordinary. Gods Law was given 
ro Moſes in that manner, and God /ead that people by a pillar of 
cloud, and fire, which was anſwerable to this: And in after 
times under the /econd Temple, they confeſs this the onely Way 
of Gods revealing himſelf to them. And therefore in this very 
matter it was allowed, and pleaded by ſome prime men of that 
prople, that if ehe Spirit, or an eAngel had ſpoken to Paxl, the re- 
{ſting him would be a fighting againſt God: And thereupon, 
eActs 23+ 9+ they confeſſed, that they found no harm in hims ; that 
Ged had thus fpeken to him, thoſe men then thought probable, but 
did not avow the knowing it certainly, having no preſent evi- 
dence of the fact, ſave onely the affirmation of Pax himſelf at 
that time, But had they had evidence of the fact, by being pre- 
ſent at it, (as they that reſtsfie the voice to Chri#, were eye and 
ear-witneſſes of it) they would not then have thought reaſonable 
to make any farther queſt;0u, whether that, which they call che 
voice of the Spirst, or an Angel, were ſuch or no, and being ſuch, 
whether the re/i/tixg what was ſpoken by it, were the fighting 
againſt God. For the 3eftifying therefore of the rrath of ſuch 
pretended facts ; and indeed to leave no place for rational doube 
in this matter, there is yet- a farther anſwer, That the power of 
miracles, and the gifts of rongaes that attended theſe voices, and 
deſcents of the Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, were irrefragable reſts. 
moxies, and evidences of the reality of them, and conld not be 
the immediate effects of deluſions, being ſuch as could not be 
wrought by the power of the devil, ror ever were pretended the 
effects of his oraculay reſponſes. 

Many other ways of diſcrimination there arc, by which the 
veices of the devil, or delnſrons magical might be diſtiaguiſhed 
from Divine, as that of concordance with predictions, acknows= 
ledged to have come from God ; and ſuch was the woice that was 
delivered at the deſcent of the Spirit upon Chriſt, the ſame that 
was foretold by the Prophet, and by him joyned with the mention 
of the deſcent of Gods Spirit upon him. And to the ſame belongs 
2 alſo the completion of the ſo many other things in him, which 

had certainly been foretold of the eſtas, which (oncordance 

= wich Divine truth, is moſt diametrically contrary to deluſion, 

And beſides, of the miracles which he did, moſt were to <peſſeſs 
An 
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and caſt ont divels, (to reftore health, as they brought diſeaſes) 
who conſequently look on him as (and proclaim him) their 
enemy ; and although this may be thought ro be done by them 
for ſome greater advantage (as the Devil may ſuffer one charm 
ro counter-work another, ) yet could they not here be thought 
to have uſed thoſe exdevorrs to raiſe Chriſt into that power of 
deſtroying them, or to aſ/iſt their utmolt, to give him an axtherity 
in the world. Indeed the whole doArine of Chrift was (o di 
realy contrary to that, which had been maintained by the Oracles, 
| that it cannot be imagined to proceed from that principle, to 

which they pretend. And the ſtory is approved by Plutarch 
(and the effect hath made it not improbable, that there was ſome 
truth in it) that about Chriſts time, a voice was heard on the Sea, 
that the great God Pan Was dead, and an huge bellowing, and 
roaring, as Of infernal menrxers, following it'; and that this was 
provably the cauſe, acknowledgedly the forernnner of the Devil 
filence, and never ſpeaking in the Oracles any more. 

As for the manner of the Devils giving his Reſponſes in the 
Oracle, it is confelt by all, that then lived, and knew them, that 
they were delivered conſtantly by a man, who was ſeen, when he 
didit, and was called the 5r294715, one that ſpake wndey the 
Oracle, out of the caverns of the Earth, (by the vapor of which 
Plutarch conceived him i»fpired, and fo turned Enthuſiaſt) which 
is a far different thing from a voice (no man being ſeen) which 
came in a clap of thunder, with a bright ſhining cloud from Hes. 
ven, This may reaſonably ſatisfie the importunity of that ob- 
jcRion allo. 

And ſo much for the firſt part of the ground of our Faithin 
groſs, the teſtimony on which it is built , which being an infallible 
word, derived and conveyed to us by ithe molt creditable means, 
and which we have no temptation from Reaſon to doubt bf, may 
ſure be concluded a rational ground of belief / 
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A Digreſion concerning the uſe of Reaſon in deciding 
Controverſies in Religion, 


Aving proceeded thus far for the convincing of the gain» S2dF, 1, 
ſayer ; it may not be amiſs to conſider the beleiver awhile, 
and give him the bounds or limits, within which Reaſor is obliged 
to contain it ſelf, in matters of Faith, and this even by the ver- 
di& of Reaſor it ſelf, And I ſhall do it by a brief ſtating of this 
Queltion, | 
Whether Right ;Reaſon be appointed the [dee of Controver» Sect. 2, 
fies ? Whether all doubts of all ſorts be to be determined by the 
dictates of Natare, in the Hearn of every Man Which bath the uſe of 
Reaſon ? 
To this I (hall ground my anſwer in theſe ewo Rules, or Poſtu- 
lations, I, That 
The meaſure of mans natural power of knowing or judging of See? 3. 
things, is his participating of thoſe things ( in ſome degree ) 
with God, in whom they are as in the Fountain. So that the man 
may finde, and behold them in himſelf as :raly, though not as 
en:mently,or in the ſame degree, as they are in God. 
For certainly, if a man denndate of all experimental, acquired, 
b. BY revealed knowledge, of all forain helps, left onely to himſelf as a 
man endued with Reaſon, ſhould be queſtioned in any thing, and 
in WW ſuppoſed able to expreſs his conceptions, he would be fain to 
fetch out every word that he ſaid, from within him, ſay onely 
ns, what his own beare could diſcern within himſelf, otherwiſe he 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to anſwer more, then he had means to 
come to the knowledge of ; The work done would be above the 
proportion of the meazx: to it ; the couc/ufron would have more in 
# itthen the premſes. 
From hence follows this ſecond Rele, That | 
Men are natwra!y able to judge onely of thoſe things, which by $ ect. 4 
oe | ſome ſure connexion depend on thoſe attributes of God,which are 


communicated to ( and particularly by) men, and are the like (28 
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far as the adumb#ation or trauſcript, 1s tothe exemplar or Pattery) 
for kinde,though not Jegree, in way as in God, | 

Now all Controverſies, (i.e.a1l things ſubze to judgement ) are 
reducible to two heads, Gaodng/s or Truth ; fo that the 2 neſtiar 
now is, Whether Right Reaſon can infalibly judg, what 1 9001, v 
 bad,true or falſe ? ; 

And then to this I anſwer, Firlt, Concerning the fir Head, 

For a thing to be good morally ( for Metaphyſical gaggneſ5 is all 
one with truth) depends, by ſure connexion , fromThar eter, 
inf1:e which is primarily in God, That being the ale, as it is the 
Fountain,of att moral goodneſs in men, or things : Every thing be. 
ing good, more or leſs, as it more or leſs partakes of that juſtice, 
which is in God. 

Now this being one of the attribztes of God, which are called 
Communicable, it is truly affirmed, That that price, which isin 
God,jis the very ſame it ſubſtance, communicated to mey, tho 
in a lowerjdegree. And therefore it follows by the ſecond rwle, that 
man by the light of »azzre, and general :mpreſſtons, 1, e. by a 
power of ſeeing, whatſoever is within his phear, is enabled by 
God to.judge what is 5/57, what not, what morally good, what bad, 
And no man judges amils in theſe things , but he that hath 
his jadgement corrupted by ſome prepoſſeſſion, or habituall vice, or 
_ preſent prevailing t:«xptation ; and therefore of moral Contro- 
verſies, ze. whether a thing »atwa/ly, or in it ſelf, be good or bat, 
114/t,or net, Right Reaſon 1s 1 7udg, 

Yet this with this Caxtion, or limitation, that it be not extend- 
ed to thoſe things, wherein the Law of Natnre hath been eleva: 
ted higher by any poſitive Law of Chriſt, For as Right Reaſon 
cannot judge what is lawful in any particular X ingdombecauſe 
what Nature hath made lawful.the 1ſwnicipal Laws of that place 
may have forbidden, and made »nlawful, ( and that Right Reaſon 
cannot take notice of, unleſs.it be told fo) ſo in Chrifts Kingdom, 
the Church, when he hath forbidden what Natnre had lefc free 
and unforbidden, Reaſon { untaught by Chriſt ) cannot fay, 
that that is lawful, yet generally will be found to bear that Þ 
Teſtimony to Chriſt, that what Chriſt hath ſuper-added to the Þ 
Law of Nateres# Right Reaſon will of irs own accord commend, as | 
belt, or molt /axaable, and excelent in them that do ir, though 
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not knowing any precept for it, it will not affirm that it is neceſſ7: 
y),ſo as it cannot be omitted without /, 
Then concerning the /econd Head, I anſwer, 


That for a thing to be ere, 5, e, to have a Being either potential $277, 8. 


or aual,depends partly on Gods Power, partly on his Will, In 
reſpeR of its potenvial Being,it depends;on his Power,in reſpeR of 
its Anal, on his ll. 

Now Gods Power, though it may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid commu. 
vicable to the Creature , becauſe all ability in the Creature is a 
gleam of infinite abil5ty in God, yer is not this ſo communicated, 
45 his 7ftice or Goodneſſe was ſaid to be. For Geodneſſe in the crea- 
ture is a kinde of i1wage truly reſembling the __ in God, 
and that a kinde of »ataral image,as is the face in the Glaſſe,not a 
volantary one, which hath its Being from the variable 7/40 of the 
Artificer, But jewer or ability in the Creature, is not thus a 
»atural image of Gods power,but as a refleion of a thing, which 
voluntarily, and variouſly calts its beams, Yoluntarily, I fay, be- 
cauſe the diſpenſing of his Power, either in nnanzer, or meaſure, is 
a free aRt of his Wit; and varienſly, becauſe he doth it, firlt, w- 
equally ; and ſecondly, not ſo to any,but that he can ( and ſome- 
times doth ) withdraw or /xſþendit, when it is beſtowed ; ſo that 
I cannot ſay,that as that which is j«f in Ge4 to be done, is j»ſ to 
be done by the Creature, ſo what is poſſible to be done by God, is 
poſſibleto be done by the Creature, o 

The reaſon of the »#t communicating of Gods Power to the 
Creatnre, as well as his 7«ſtice, may be this, becauſe it conduced 
not to the end of the Creatures Creation, as the other did : For 
though Ged intended to make a Creature truly good, and juF, yet 
he did not truly powerful. Power indeed being in itſelf not a ver-+ 
tne, a5 juſtice is, nor in it ſelf morally good,or evil, and therefore 
not ſo agrecable to the condition of a Creatnre,but rather indeed 
peculiar to the Aſajeſty of a (reator, 

From all this it follows by the ſaid ſecond rule, that man is 
not able to fathom Potentiall truths , becanſe Power is not the 
ſame in ſubſtarce in God, and in the Creatare, and therefore by 
what is in the (eatwre, he is no way enabled-to conceive what is 
in Gea, and ſo conſequently to define of any Potential ruth, be- 


the 


cauſe though it 947 not be wrought'by any thing that is in | 
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the Creature , Or within his ſphere of knowledge, yet it may be 
by Ged. | 

” All the xatzral impreſſion, or light, that in.this behalf a rational 
Creature hath , is that rs contradictories cannot be true at once, 
and therefore I 'think, all Principles that are not thought fir to 
be proved in any naturall ſcience, ( if they be truly ſo ) may eaſily 
be reſolved into this one, A thing cannot at exce be, and not br, 
And this natural impreſſion riſes not from any obſervation of the 

ower communicated to the creature,(for then (till it would hold, 
that though may cannot do contradicteries at once, yet God 
may ) but from a ſight, that this would be an effeR of extreme 
impotency , more then is conceiveable in any Creature, and 
therefore cannot be imputed to God, who is conceived Omni. 
potent, nor conſequently to man, unleſſe God fhould take away 
all degrees of poWer quite from him, and then he ſhould be as: 
»thilated- 

Now for acz#al truths already in Being,which are works either 
mediately , Or immediately of Gods Will, our Reaſon is no farther 
judg of them, then as Gods ill is communicated to us by ſome 
Images, or Piftures of it , either ſubſtantial and real, as when 1 
thing done, is preſented to the faculty, to which it is objicible 
there a real image of Gods Fl is imprelt in me, (8 by that I may 
judg diſtinly ) or when it is revealed to me either from God,or 
from any other witzeſſe, of which in this matter I am convinced, 
that he partakes of Gods veracity, i.e. would not lic to me, and 
this may be called an intentional Image of Gods Will imprel 
in me. 

Thus may Right Reaſon judg of things in Being, either becauſe 
it is ſo really repreſented to the ſenſes, and that is evidence ; 0! 
becauſe is either revealed, or elſe atteſted by God, which Re« 
ſon knows can neither erre, nor deceive, and this is adherence ; 
or becauſe ſuch a- concurrence of teſtimonies agrees to tell me ſo, © 
as I have no otive or Reaſon to di4beleive, and this is humane © 
Faith,( which may reaſonably take place, untill I cither /ze ſome: © 
what, or receive ſomewhat by an higher teftimony revealed to the Þ 
contrary) which alſo is weaker, or ſtronger, according to the im- \ 
portaxce of the matter,authority of the reſtifiers,my particular dar 

ger, if I be deceived in it,e#c. 
Hence 
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Hence the Concluſion is, That 7 

Right Reaſon is able to judge of all meerly Iforal objefts, whe- 
ther any thing be good or bad morally; of Natural! objects in 


of the means ſpecified, and by dz/conr/e, and analogy from things 
that we ſee are dove, to judg that ſuch another thing is poſſible : 
But of /upernataral truths, ſuch things as it never diſcerned in 
Natvre, either in the kinde, or the like, it cannot judg any far- 
ther then thus. Either firſt, that though we cannot do it, yer for 
ought we know it is poſeble, (nay it hath a Being ) with God ; or 
ſecondly, that God hath affirmed it ſo, therefore I am ſare it is; 
or thirdly, that comes to me from anthority, that I have no 
reaſon to ſuſpect, but on the contrary concurrence of all Reaſons 
to be perſwaded by it ; nay, there are ſome inward Characters in 
the thing it ſelf, that makes me caſt off all jealouſie or doubt of 
ſuch affirmations, and therefore I believe it is ſo. Bur generally, 
and in thef, it is no way 7adge of theſe Jalt kind of Contro- 
verſes, 

And therefore though God, in moral actions, even in himſelf, 

ſubmits and appeals to mars reaſon, 1/a. 5.3. Extk, 18. 25. yet in 
theſe latter he derides all thoſe, that goe about to judge of them 
by reaſon, 1 Cor.1.20. And agreeably Saint Par! in his Preaching 
the Goſpel, for the proving the truth of {briſtianity, was fain, 
faith a Origen, to uſe a peculiar way of demonſtration, Firſt, by 
comparing of Prophecies in the Old Teſtament, concerning Chriſt : 
Secondly, by Airacles; but in praical matters he appeals to that 
which was Written in every ones heart, ROm.2.15. 

To this purpoſe hath Exlogizs an Oration againſt thoſe, who 
think to be able to comprehend the true Theology of Chriftians 
(.e. Chriſtians diſcourſes concerning the Perſons of the Deity) b by 
the Wit, or Reaſon of Man ; and Photius hath approved of that 
diſcourſe of his, that he doth c talk of God Pionſly, and devoutly, 
and ſet Chriſtian divinity @ pitch beyond humane wiſdom, 4 ſuperior 
to all ether © artificial methed, or rules of Art. 


matter of fact, whether ſuch a thing be done or no, by the help. 
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In ſum, it is obſervable in the writing of the Scripraye, that 
generally in defining theſe /aſt ſorts of Truths, Gods anthority is 
ſet down, as the onely proof of what is ſaid, without uſing any 0s 
ther way of arguizg, or ſecular demonſtration: All that ts indulged 
to mens Rea/er,, being onely this ; Firlt, ro conſider, whether 
it be not very equal, and reaſoxableto believe God, without any 
other motive, or topick of proof, even in thoſe things, which are 
abowe,or beſiae Right Reaſon, nay,apainſt the propoſals of Corrnpe ; 
and ſecondly, to ſearch (by what helps ſoever a fam) mans 


prudence and diligence can ſuggelt, or furniſh hi with) Which 
is that Word of God, which contains theſe rewu/ations, which 
Reaſon tells them, they muſt believe without farther reaſon. 
17 


Sect, 19, "But not to ſuffer my felf to believe any thing (though reveal. 


f> 29 945" ed by the Scriptures) but what Reaſon otherwiſe would lead me 
AubevTHS * - to, is the ſame that {e//» perſwaded the Heathens (of his (ide) 
M716 5" to, againſt (rift, to f follow Reaſon, and the rational guidc in 
YO, mage. d"t- all the doftrines, we receive, all error and deceit being, faith he, 
xt5a: Ioy- brought into the World by Faith ; and that they that believed any 


Tt, Os thing without Reaſoz for it, are like them that delight- in 7ug- 


TavTws <Te lers, &c. and therefore he laughs at all thoſe who requiring not 
TY y1001%- Reaſonfor what they believe, uſe this phraſe, g Doe not examine 
ws Tw {1.5 but beleive, thy Faith ſhall ſave thee, as men that are diſpleaſed with 
7% GuKeT*" wiſdom, and in love with folly, To all which Origen, as acnte a 
T4 Jepivw Tl Reaſoner as any, oppoſes nothing, but the Ewsdence of Propheciee, 
«i. Orig. andthe ord of God for this rule of Faith, Which if it be not 
cont C el/-p.8, ſemply beleived without any Philoſophical rational enquiry, con- 
B 1 eilate, cerning the things affirmed in it, many will of neceſſity till wal. 
«2.4 TIS" Jow in #»fidelity after all that God hath done for the reſcuing 
76!, T1515 0% them out of it, and only a few find that by rational ſearch, which 
T%65; 6 beforethey beleived by ſimple Faith. 
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of the power of the affettions and intereſts inmatter 
of Faith. 


Ti belief of Chr:ftsamity being in the firſt Chapter ſuppoſed 
to be thus ſufficiently recommended to the wnderſtand- 
in7, Which is a wel-natrred faculty , and very ready to hear 
Reaſon, when it is offered to it : There is but one o0bſtrufion 
poſhble , and that is from mens affeftions, or intereſts, and that 
by two ways of proceeding : Firlt mediately ; ſecondly , imme- 
diately, 

Firſt, they work mediately by the wil, and have ſometimes 
that unhappy »»flvexce upon that , as by their importunity to 
perſwade it to interpoſe, before the full repreſentmrent or propoſal 
of the objeR, and ſo to hinder the free acceſs of the Argument 
t6 the underſtanding. 

Thus we ſee it often in prejwudicate and paſſicnite men, who 
are impatient of hearing or conſidering any thing that may di/- 
poſſeſs them, And thus we ſee ir ſometimes in thoſe of a bertey 
zemper, who yet being unwilling to loſe any advantages, which 
they can make aſe of to maintain their orefiece perſwaſtons, are 
ſo intent upon their own part of the di/þnte, that they do not 
receive the oppoſite Arguments, with that equal Fxftice of im- 
proving them to the height, with which they are offered, or to 
which if it had happened, that they had undertaken the mainte- 
»«1ce of the other part, they could have heightned them. This 
[1tter, being not an efteR of ſo great a diſfemper, is,not ſo dif 
ceraible (to our ſelves eſpecially) as the other, but yet is a fawxlt, 
and that!of ill conſequence, and a deviation from the rules of 
$ 4iſiribrtive Fſtice, which would allow as much of our attention, 

_ or 4:!1gexce to the improving of the Arguments of the one part, 
35 of the other, and expreſs as impartial a kindneſs to the Neigh- 
ber as to my ſelf. And in all this the 7/ilt is culpable for being 
thus (more or lefſe) ;»ſtrumertall to the affetions.And lo it isNe- 
{atrvely alio, whenſoever we do not uſe that induſtry of ſearch as 
me c0n4ition permits, and the importance of the matter requires 
OI US, . Bur 


Sed. Is 


Sol. 2. 


Set. 3: 
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Seff., 4. Bur then ſecondly, The affetlions and intereſts do themſelves 
;mmediately, Cometimes, perform their own buſineſs, they clond 
and darken the underſtan1ing, and make it leſs capable and recep 
tive of ſuch repreſentations as are made to it, ; 

Seft. 5. This made Ari/totle to affirm, Thar Pleaſwres are in ſome men 

a corruptive of principles, i.e. that thoſe common diftates of 

nature, &c. Which are by all unbyaſſed men naturally conſented 

to 2s true, and unqueltioned, do yet to voluptuous men (and the 
ſame holds in matter of fear, and itereſt, and the other paſſions, 
and ill habits alſo) become matter of d;/þute, whether they be 
true or not ; not becauſe in Reaſon any thing can there be offer- 
ed fit to infuſe ſcruples into a rational man, or to combat with the 
far greater potency of Reaſon on the other ſide, which denomis 
nated them principles, but becauſe theſe rational diftates having 
ſomewhat in them which is contrary to,and unreconcileable with 
paſſions,and ſenſitive pleaſares,thoſe conſequently that have indul. 

ed to them, and eſpouſed them ,as the moſt deſreable things,do, 

Ge the enjoying of them,wndervalue, & deſpiſe the rational Argu- 

»ents,which would coſt them ſo dear(even the parting with their 

lufts) if they continued in that reparation, which is due to them, 

Set. 6 Hence is it, that the more prudent” of Heathen Philoſophers 

pits have propoſed it as the belt preparative, to the fwudying and 

ſearch of truth, to have mens affettions and appetites well re 
eulated firſt (though not by reading, or ſtudying the Beoks, and 

Science of Morals or Ethicks, yet) by Þ aſſnetude, and virtuow 

cuſiome, by inartificial precepts, and ſober education, &c. modert- 

ting and tempering their paſſions, and bringing them c ro live Or- 
thodoxly,d Iſt hiving their Reaſon diſturbed by paſſions, they be nat 
able to paſs an exaft judgment of things ; 'And withont this, ſay 
dork los they, it is 45 impoſſible for a man to behold and. judg aright of truths 

Sip! . : (ſuchtruthsas have any thing any way contrary to paſſions) * 4 

Catheg 'Ariſt. for 4 man with ſore eyes to behold illuſtriojes ſplendid objefts, withont 

Clo3oPotagi- being anointed or cured of their diſtemper. 
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Accordingly it hath been obſerved in the firſt Ages oF the 
Church, that /nx«rions and intemperate men were of all others 
moſt hardly brought to beleive the Chriſtian Doftrine of the 
Reſurreftion of the Body, and Immortality of the Sowl, becauſe 
their carnal joyes being ſo material and groſs, and contrary to 
what Chriſt hath taught of an Erernall life , and of Spiritual 
bedies , and bliſs, their being ſo deeply engaged, and immerſt 
in the former, fortified them pertinaciouſly againſt all impreſſion 
from the latter, and enabled them to hold out finally againſt the 
beleif of thoſe Chriftian Truths, which others of more ruly tem- 
pers, upon equal Reaſons, and the ſame repreſentation, did molt 
readily embrace and aſſent to. 

And it is worth our preſent conſideration and enquiry, whe- 
ther they which are now molt willing to entertain dexbrs of the 
trath of Chriſtianity , are either more ſharp diſcerners of zrath, 
then all others, that are not (or then themſelves, before they ) 
, arrived to this pitch of Stanchneſs, and Scepticiſm ; or again 
- whether they have ſerioufly ſpent any conſiderable time in re- 
r viewing their Principles, and, doing fo, have ſprang any ſpecial 

new Arguments,which they had not conſidered before, and thoſe 
's of ſach weight with them,that they wil contentedly expoſe them. 
d ſelves to all the torments of Hell ( the ſure reward of an eAthes. 
b ſtical Antichriſtian life ) upon the bare probability of thoſe their 
eArguments, ( which cannot be rationally done by them, unleſs 
their pretenſions againſt Chriſtian Religion exceed ours for it, in 
ſtrength of credibility, as far as an eternal Hell exceeds thoſe 
frort ſufferings of this life , to which Chriſtianity betrayes us, 
or as an eternal ſtate of ſpiritual bliſs in Heaven, doth ſurpaſs the 
tras/itory , unſatisfaRtory ſort pleaſures of 3» in this life ) or 
Whether it be not really their freer indulgence to ſome /ibey. 
ties, which Chriſtianity admits not of , ( and that more againſt 
light, and againſt the importunity of Gods judgements, then be- 
fore ) or perhaps ſome change of affairs abroad, which hath made 
the praltiſe of (Chriſtianity a more inconvenient, coſtly thing, then 
it was wont to be ; molt men being willing to have the advar- 
y tages of Religion, as long as there be but few, and ſupportable 
encumbrances , that attend it ; and after changing their opinion 
of it, when they have yun any hazards by it. 

E 


Which 
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Which truly is ſo far from being ew , or ſtrange, that it was 
a part of the Charafter, that our Chriſt ſet upon himſelf, and his 
Hoztrine, both in that parable of the Seed, that fell upon ſtony 


ground, which is ſuppoſed to be ſcorched at the r1ſ;ng of rhe $1 


upon it,and by that cloze of his anſwer to Johns Dsſceples, Ble([+4 
i he that is not [candalized at me, foretelling them that the moſt 
eminent and conſiderable danger to Chriſtian Religion, is, That 
they which in proſperous times are forward profeſſors of it,will, 
when their Rel:gion begins to offer them /msarr, fairly for/ake, and 
fall off from it. 

Thus much hath been premiſed to this ſecond Head of 4. 
guments, on purpoſe to ſhew the influence, that matter of advaz. 
tage may have on belief, and that on either ſide, not onely 
where mens ixtereſts do chance to thwart their per/waſrons , but 
alſo,and as diſcernibly, when they appear on their ſides, to afſit 
and confirm them, 

For ſo certainly did the fiveetneſſe, and wel-taſtedneſ; of the 
Maxna work as effeually on the Faith of ſome Pews; make 
them as willing to adhere to God, and Ao/es, in oppoſition to re- 
turning to Egypt, as the ze miraculous manner of the coming 
of that down upon them;and the 14:/kand Honey of {anaangwere 
very-good motives, and alectives , and engagements to the faith, 
and obedience of others : And fo in like manner the carnality of 
the paradiſe, that CMahomet promiſed to his di/ciples, hath much 
advanced the credit, and facilitated the beleif, and diſguiſed the 
groſſneſs and ab/nraities of the Alcaron, 

And becauſe a4vantages are not to be diſliked, becauſe they 
are fuch, but becauſe they pretend, and are miſtaken to be ſuch, 
when they are ot, and by ſo doing, do rob us of thoſe that are 
truly ſo, or that are infinitely weightier, and more confiderable; 
and becauſe that which is really the molt advantagions, is always 
molt rational, molt prudent for man to chooſe and purſue, and 
aſpire to : Therefore it is, that to the former Argument of the 
reaſonableneſs of the ground , or teſtimony on which we believe 
Chriſtian Religion to be true, I now proceed to the advantages, 
that thoſe that embrace ſhall reap by it, both becauſe moſt mens 
ObjeRions againlt ChriZianity, are founded in an opinion, that 
it is not an advantagions profeſiion, and would have no other 


quarrel 
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quarrel to it, if they were ſatisfied that it were, and alſo becauſe 
though advantageonſneſs no way contributes to the making, or 
proving a._thing to be tre or falſe, yet it doth to the maki-g it 
more or leſs worth belesving, or embracing,( for every {I:ght rrath 
isnot ſuch ) and To more or leſle fit to be ſet up in our hearts, as 
our Religions 

For that by Religion every man entertains hopes of acquiring 
ſomewhat of bexefit to himſelf, and would not chuſe to enter in- 
to thoſe bands, if he did not promiſe himſelf ſome advantage by 
it,is2 94axime ,Which I (hall not think fir co prove, or confirm in 


this place, 


Do — 


by 


of the advantages of Chriſtian Religion in the 
groſs. 


Cunar. INIL 


fog is nothing therefore after the teſtsfying of the Truth, Sec, 7, + 


ſo proper for this preſent diſquiſition, as the conſideration 
of the advantages of Chriftian Religionand thoſe advanced above 
all other imaginable advantages of any other Religion, as much as 
the credibility of Chriſtian Religion is above the credibility of any 


other that pretends againſt it. 
This I am by my premiſed method obliged to conſider here Fe?, 2, 


E2 


onely as true in the gro/7, And that will be done by this one 
confideration, which hath bcen enlarged on * in other Papers: * Sccond Ser 
That the Precepts of Chriſt, eſpecially his ſupperadditions tothe mon on Mit. 
former Laws of Moſes, and of Natwre, are, beyond all the con- 3% 
trary vices, or the lower degrees of the ſame vertwes, perfeRtly 
agreeable to Humane reaſon,cultivated,and improved,and height- 
ned by Phileſophy ; ſo that that ſhall confeſs thoſe things to be 
Rill moſt commendable, and moſt excelent, which Chrif hath 
thought fit to command his followers, This might be demon- 
rated through all particufars ; but I thall more {trifly reſtrain 
my ſelf to the advantages of a (hriftian life, by conſidering it firſt 
in order to o#tward, and ſecondly, to inWard advantages. 

The ontward advantages, are again more prblick , or more pri» 


vale: 
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» Matth, 22,21 
Acts 23. 5. 
Rom. 13. 
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vate : Or the publick there is none ſure more valuable, and 
more fundamental co all other, then that of Peate, and that is 
ſo immediately and infeparably annext to the Chriſtian Ds. 
#rine, that would men think fit to be guided by that rule, were 
but Chriſts precepts conſtantly praftiſed, there would be no 
occaſion of 4/temper, or diſturbance, through the world, either 
between (hriſtian Potenutates among themſelves, or betwixt any 
Chriſtian Prince, and the Swbjefts of his own Kingdom. 

Firſt, 1» What ſtate or condition ſoever a man ts placed in any 
Nation be he King or Subject, this commands him. moſt ſtriQ 
therein to abide with God ; every man to content himſelf with his 
preſent portion, whether it be of Soveraigntie, or of inferiar 
eſtate under ſubjection ; Then ſecondly, whereſoever the Swpre- 
macie of power is placed by the Zaws of any Kingdom, there 
Chriſt requires ſ#bjection, and n0n-refſtaxce in all ſubjeRs ; and 
both by himſe!f, and in the writings of his Diſciples b repeateth 
and imprefleth that far more earneſtly on the /#bject, then he 
doth the dc pf protection on the Supreme ; and where 
they < conjoynThem both, there they 5egiz conſtantly with that 
of /abjection in the inferior, as being of more univerſal concern 
ment to the peace and preſervation of the whole, and as that 
which carns the ſuperiors performing of his dutie, as a due re- 
ward £0 their obedience. Thirdly, Chrilt prohibits ſelf. love, think; 
ing highly of ones ſelf, all covetouſneſs, ambition, animoſites, re- 
venge, doing, Or returning of injuries, whiſperings, backbicings, dir 
ſtruſts and jealouſres, all ſcrupulons preventions of remote poſlible 
dangers ; aad fourthly, he commands doing as we Wowld be done ts, 
bleſſing of enemies, contempt of the wor 14, not valuing any thing 
which is molt tempting in it, and, above all things, purſuing of 
peace, with all men, (in the greatelt extent imaginable ) as much 
a5 in them lies, and whereever it 1s poſſible, even over the whole 
world. And fifthly, the Precepts delivered by Chriſt, (plain and 
intelligible to all) as they are a fandard, by which every man is 
to meaſure his own ations, fo arc they alſo to examine others, 
and conſequently they will fortifie againſt /educers, and ſie diſtur- 
bers of a peoples peace, if, according to Chriſts direRion, we 
trie them by their f-#its, and rezxA and top our ears againſt all 
thoſe, whoſe dpctrines bring not exaR concordance to Chriſtian 


practiſe 
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practiſe along with them, And where theſe precepts are put in 
praiſe, what poſſid'c inlet is there lefr, for diſturbance or ſeai- 
tion to enter ? 

After Peace, Plentie is the moſt defireable publick good, and 
that is hardly ſeparable from the former ; but, beſide the con- 
tributions, which all the fomenters of peace have made toward 

lentie alſo, Chriſtian Religion hath peculiar waies of aſcertaining 
any people of that, if its Laws be embraced and practiſed: For, 
firlt, (hrif*commands /abor, and indvſtrie, and diligence, baniſhes 
the idle, as a f diſorderly walker, disbands him as foon as he ap- 
pears to be ſuch. Secondly, he makes the rich man his Almoner, 
or Steward to diſtribute to every mans wants, as he is able ; and 
as he bleſſes his /iberalitie ; and renders it the moſt probable 
courſe to make him yich, ſo he convinces him, that gathering, 
and hoarding up wealth is the meaneff, and withall the moſt 
dſadvantageors follie, and that the only real commoditie, in riches, 
is the joy, and happine/5 of relicving others, and the enhanſieg of 
their future reward by ſo doing. Thirdly, he forbids rapines, de- 
frandings, gaining to our ſelves by any ether mans loſſes : And 
fourthly, by putting the wealth of the world in a chavnel, to de- 
ſcend fromyſwperiors to inferiors, from him that hath to him that 
hath xor, from the part'thar is filed, to that other that is exppried, 
he makes a certain proviſion for every patt of the bodie. And be- 
yond all this, fifchly, he hath taught men, that all the good of 
plentie is to be enjoyed in a competence, Or a /ufficience, (and 
that there is onely more trowzle, and more charge, and more 
fears, and more temptations annexed to any greater abnadance ; ) 
And ſixthly, he hath given all his fairhful ſervants aſſurarce, that 
he that hath the diſpoſing of all, and knows what they have 
need of, will never ſo deſtirxte them, that they ſhall want theſe 
necefſarie things, And when plentie is thus interpreted, and theſe 
proviſions made for it, there will be little poſſibjlitie, that any 
people that live according to theſe res, (hall fail of that cer= 
tain bexefit of them, 

Then for the private outward advantages to every Chriſtian 
liver, they will be as difcerniible alſo. And theſe are of :wo torts, 
Firſt, thoſe that have an wniver/all influence on the comfortable- 
neſs, and cheerfulneſs of the Whole life, without which neicher 
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health, nor Wealth, nor any particular advantage, will have any 
taſte or reliſh in them, Secondly, Thoſe particulars of health,csc, 
Of the firſt ſort, 1 ſhall be confident to prefer the obſervance 
of one Chriſtian Precept, Attending to a mans particular call. 
ing,which, as it is the ſtrict dutie of every (briftian,of what rank, 
or quality ſoever, ſo is it that, which ſweerens the whole life to 
him, that lives ozderly according to that rule, It is certain that 
aſſnetude, and cuſtome hath a moral eficacie in it, to make every 
thing pleaſant, that is accuſtomed, (were it not upon that ſcore, it 
is not imaginable, that ſome fs to ſomie men, which have nat» 
ral averfons co them, ſhould ever be caught to go down ſo /mooth- 
ty.) By this means, b»ſineſs and bea:ly Labor it ſelf, which at the 
diſtance ſeemes moſt wneaſje, to thoſe thar hive been brought up 
in it, proves molt pleaſant and aelightful. To ſuch an one idle- 
neſs,and Want of employment is realy the moſt wneaſie afflition of 
his life, 

And for him that is not brought uf to either of theſe, yet we 
ſee by experience, and are able to give the rea/oz of it, from the 
active temper both of the bode, and mnde of man, that thereis 
no ſuch conſtant torment, as the not knowing what to doe with 
his t#92e, the having his hours lic upon his hands ; for the rems- 
ving of which, molt of the vain, or ſinfull mixtures of our live 
are ſought out, as cares, Or divertiſements, and having no real 
pleaſantneſs in them, do yet imitate ſome, by ridding us of the 
contrary #neaſineſs, the burthen of that idle time, which is male 
more ſupportable by ſuch varieties, Thus hath that w#charitable 
and very mean qualitic of cenſuring, and bakbiting, and deriaing 
of others, become ſo frequent, and faſrtonable in the world, (10 
inſeparable from all our conver/ations, the onely modern goo 
companie, asit is called) onely becauſe many perſons have no 7 
other imployment for their time, but that of talking, and of that Þ 


ſort this is the moſt obvious to thoſe, who have neither zeal © 


enough to their ow» good, nor ſo much of friend/2ip to thoſe with Þ 


whom they converſe, as to make the faxlts of one another (in 


order to the reforming or fortifying one another) the ſubjeR or 
their diſcourſe. To this and all other ſins and vazities of this na- 
ture, this dutie of atrending the calling, is a certain eLntidote Ot 
Cure : The advantages of which cannot be more eminently ex- | 

emplified, 
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exemplified,then among thoſe men,who by miſtake are conceived 
to have no Obligation of Cating upon them, I mean thoſe, of the 
Nobilitie and Gentrie in a Kingdome, I ſhall inlarge on this in- 
ſtance a little. 

The Calling of thoſe that are not born to Eſtates, or Poſſeſſi» 
one, is generally acknowledged to be ſomewhat of /abor, or in- 
duſtry for the acquiring of Wealth, and to them may reaſonably be 
confined that part of Aagams cnrſe (which is yet ſweetned to Chri- 
ftians by Chriſt ) that in the ſweat of their brows they ſhall eat their 


bread. Butthen, thoſe that have ample poſſeſſions lefe them, ſuffi- 


cient for themſelves and familie, (and mnch more) and beſides, 
a perpetvitie of that to their families for ever, are certainly un- 
derno ſuch obligation to /abor, to excreaſe ſo fair an keap, or 
to ſpend that pretious t1we and ſweat, and induſtrie on the bring- 
ing more water into the Ocean, or indeed more Wez:ght unto that 
burthen' of wealth, which lies already an encambrance (more 
commonly then a real advantage) on their ſon/ders, Their call- 
iag therefore, without queſtion, conſilts in the /catrering, not ex- 
creaſing, in the diſcreet, charitable diFtribution of that yeerly re- 
venue, which is committed to their ftewarding, 5. & in the uſing 
that wealth (to the richeſt advantages they are able){to the ſervice 
of God. Such is the pending their time, as {tiz2ns not of one Ci- 
tie, but of the 77orld, enquiring what is the d#tie of mankinde, and 
how they may ſerve Goa cheerfully in thoſe Precepts of Chri/?, 
which are of the greateſt perfeftion, obſerving the wonderful 
things of Gods Law, and the harmonie which thoſe notes of 41/- 
cord make, which to the unskilful or w1turea+le car are ſo harſh, 
This and much more in reference to Goa, and then in order to 
men, the well ordering of that part of the Commonwealth , 
wherein they are employed, the re/eiving of thoſe that want, 
the attraZing inferiors, by Exhortation , eAdmonition, Correp= 
tion, (bur eſpecially by exemplarie afts of all pietie) to the prac- 
tice of Chriſtianitie, and, as much as in them lies, bringing vir- 
tre int0 countenance, and reputation, into faſhion, and credit in the 
world, 

That Wealth, and eminencie of place are very proper intr#- 
ments toward this end, will not be needfull tobe demonſtrated 
here, all that is ſcaſonable will be, to conſtder what a Trea/are i 
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Foy and Sweetneſs would come in to every ſuch perſon in a King- 
dom, by a conſtunt cheerful attendance on the ſeverals of this cal. 
ing, every one of them infinitely more proportionable to the appe. 
tites Of a generons, ingenuous minde then any thing elſe, which his 
ambition could ſuggeſt to him : Nothing {gar or mean in it, 
and (beſide all the particular delights in every at of each) the 
great tranſcendent comfort of having ſatisfied Conſcience, the not 
having lived an «»profitable burthen of the Earth, the having, in 
ſome meaſure, performed the zack, for which he came into the 
world, would be to him that comes to reap them, unſpeakable 
raviſhments, though, at the diſtance, perhaps the ſerſuall deſigner 
diſcerns not ſuch excellencies in them, 

Next are the ſeveral particulaz external advantages, as they are 
the defired portion of every individual man, (which beyond all 
other prudential methods imaginable) Obedience to Chriſts Pre. 
cepts provides for us. Ofthis ſort, Firſt, the health of the bo. 
die (the foundation of all other owtward comforts) cannot bet. 
ter be preſerved from 4i/ea/es, then by [tri& rales of conſtant 
temperance, and ſobrietie , and of faſting, and abſtinence ſome- 
times, of continence, Or conjugal chaſtitie, of active and induſtrious 
purſuit of the buſineſs of the calling ;zmor can it better be ſecured 
from Woxnd: and maims, and vislent deaths, then by mildne(s, and 
quietneſs, and ſobrietie, and bearing of injuries, all which are the 
ſpeciall charges of Chriſtian Religion. 

The very ſame praRtiſes, beſide theſe propricties of advantage 
to the health, and eaſe, and frength of the bodreghavein them a Fa 
greater delight, and pleaſure, and gratefulneſs to the ſenſes, then 
any of the wnchriſtian contraries, No pleaſure in eating and drink- 
ing, like that in the temperate feeding on the plaineſt, wholeſomeſt 
diet, and ſo in the reſt. 

For Repstation, another ſpecial outward advantage, it is clear, 
that beſides, that (briſtian Religion teaches every man to think 
better of others then himſelf , forbids judging , and reproaching, 
and backbiting, and fo molt certainly a 0 L that Zewe/ cnture 
to every man, The praiſe of (briftian Virtues , commands 
eſteem and value even from thoſe, which leaſt exerciſe them thems 
ſelves. The proud man cannot chuſe but reverence the meek, 
the debarncht man the remperate, the greatelt /e/f-/eeker him that 
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moſt diveſts himſelf of all his /elf intereſts. There are not three 4 


things in the World, which ſo certainly bring a good reputation 
along with them, as Charity, and Humility, and Conſtancy ; and 
theſe three are the prime commands of Chriſtian Religion, 

After the outward, I proceed to the imward advantages, the ad- 

vantages of the Soxl,and thole cither of rh Life at the preſent, or 
| inorder tO another Life, 

The Chriſtia® Precepts tend evidently to the bettering of the 
foul in this Life : Fult, by purging it : The Heathen Philoſophers, 
Porphyrie , and divers others, eſpecially the Pythagoreans, were 
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much concerned in the pollutions of the ſoul, which they diſcerned, -. 


and beyond all things in the World defired, and endevoured 
the purging them our, ſought to Aſagick and Sorcery to that end, 
bat terribly miſtook in that way to it. Our Chriſt hath done this 
by the Grace, and DoQrine of Repentaxce, as far as is neceſfary 
for an inferior Stute, And ſo, is foretold by the old Prophets 
under the ſtyle of [_ the deſire of all Nations ] and [the exſpetation 
of the Gentiles ] as he that brought with him in his preceprs 
and in his graces,a fall atisfaftion to all the gaſpings,and thirſts, of 
the moſt rational,and earneſt appetites about us. 

Secondly, by cultivating it with all uſefull krowledge, and true 
widem, For ſuch, by the Oracles own confeſſion, is Prattical 
Knowledg, and of that kinde all the Philoſophers that ever were, 
never aſcended to fo high pitches , as {hriſts one Sermon in the 
Mount hath done, | 

Thirdly, by /atisfying it, allowing it here thoſe injoyments, 
which of all others a rational ſoul is pleaſed with, 1. The plea- 
ſures of friendſhip , of profitable converſation, admeniſhing, and 
inſtrufting one another, 2, The pleaſwre and ſpeciall raviſhment 
of relieving, and refreſhing thoſe that wavr,of making a poor mar 
happy. 3» The pleaſure of contentment, and defiring nothing but 
What we enjoy. 4. The pleaſure of victories, in reſiſting, and over- 


coming temptations of all ſorts, but eſpecially of overcoming evil 


With good ; and, whenever there is any anpleaſant mixture, then 
5. The pleaſure of a difficult obedience, ther: by to approve our love 
and zeal to him, who hath given himſelf for us. | 
And fourthly , by daily rewarding of "it : 1, By the comforts, 
and joyous reflexions of a good conſcience ( as that is ſet off by the 
F contrary 
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contrary Hell and torments of a bad.) 2-By the ſeverall eaſes that 
the ſeverall Chriftia» virtues give men here, the eaſe of patience 
contrary to the wneaſineſs of rage,the eaſe of contempt of the World 
contrary to the perpetual ar#dgery, and roiles of the Worldling, 
the eaſe of the contivent man , contrary to the flames, and 4/: 
qniets of the hibidinons. 3. By the preſent experience of Gods lo- 
ving kindneſs herein anſwering of thoſe Prayers which are uſeful 
for us; in denying thoſe which would be harrfal, in reſtraining 
us ſometimes, in exciting us at other times, in ſpeaking peace to 
our ſouls, 8&c. 4.By converſing with God by meditation, by thanks: 
giving, ſinging Hoſannahs, and Halleljahs to him, the moſt 101+ 
o#s employment in the World. Nay, by a perpetuall cheerfrlneſ;, 
rejoycings alWajes, which, as it would be another mans reward, 
ſois it the duty of a Chriſtian. 5. By the exſpectations of a ve. 
ward in arother life , which though frye, is yet by the be- 
nefit of two Chriſtian virtues, faith and hope, foreſtalled, and 
anticipated,and made preſent to us. And all theſe, if there were 
not infinitely more, were ſure advantages enough,to entertaina 
ſort life. of fifty or threeſcore years, and ſecure it from being 
weariſome to a (hriſtian, or from needing thoſe ſinful, ſhame- 
ful, unworthy diverts/ements,that all other ſorts of men, on pur- 
poſe,that their rye may not lie upon their hands, are fain to ſeek 
out unto themſelves, 
Laſtly, the advantages, which a Chriſtian reaps by Chriſt, arc 
in order to ar.other life. And thoſe 1 ſhall belt repreſent to you, by 
ſhewing theſe two things. 1. The Valuableneſs of the reward prom: 
ſed by Chriſt, and aſpired ts by Chriftians, infinitely above al 
other rewards, that any other Religion pretends to beſtow #pon men. 
2.T he Attainablereſs of that reward, and the blame that will light 
on none bat our ſelves, ( ſo that we ſhall be bound to acknowledge 
our ſelves molt ſtupidly wretchleſs , and irrational) if we do not at: 
tain to it, F 
$edt. 19. For the former, the Yalnableneſs of the (hriftians future re 
ward , infinitely above the wages of any other Religion, that will 
appear, 1- by the Immaterialitie, and 2.by the Eternity of it: Þ 
Both thoſe it is defined to be by (ri, and by being ſo, is con- Þ 
cluded to be an eterzal, infinitely blisful flate ; And that 
Chri#t ſaid tre in that, needc not again be proved, God Himlſelt 
h having 
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having been proved to bear him witxe/s, that all that he aid is 
true, The Immateriality of this reward demonſtrates it agreeable, 
and proportioned to the nobler part of us,the upper or rational 
{oulall other groſſer pleaſures, the Adahwmetans enjoying of We- 
men,and the Fews long life in a ( anaan, being gratifications to the 
viler parts of us, our ſenſes, or bodies, and to thoſe too, in their 
vile#t tate, as they are natural, not as they ſhall be pirirual (and 
equal to Angelical ) bodies. | 

Having faid this, I need not adde the ſpamefulneſ7, and empti- 
»eſs,and unſatisfactormeſs of all bodily pleaſures, proceeding part- 
ly from the covetons ingratefal condition of that beF-part of 
us, as the bhearbens have Ryicd the body, partly from the great 
meanneſs, and poorne(s, and baſeneſs of all bodily contents, ( ſo un- 
worthy to be the amb1tions,or any thing, but the ſervants, and at- 
tendants of the reaſonable ſoul ) and the inſtant ſatieries, and irk- 
ſomneſſes, that they alwayes are attended with, ſuch, as nothing 
could make any meer man place any conſiderable value upon 
them, were not he either cheated into it at the difance, by the 
falſe Ylofles that other men put on them , and by feeing , what 
hazards are willingly run in p#rſ#ir of them ; or were he not 
early engaged in an habitual induigence to them, which makes 
that difhcult to part with , which he hath enjoyed ſo long, and 
conſequently which imitates ſome pleaſure, ( and is miſtaken for 
it ) by the contrary painfulneſs of giving it over. 

Whereas on the other ſide, the immaterial, ſpiritual, more ſub- 
lime ſatisfaRtions to the pure undefatigable Spirit, the rational, 
immortal ſoul within us, as they cannot be liable to thoſe 4a/c- 
reſſes, and emptineſſes, ſo neither are they in danger of thoſe /atie- 
ties ; and by ſat:yfying, and bleſſing that part of us, which is in- 
finitely moſt excelent in our natares,muſt of themſelves neceſlari- 
ly be concluded moſt ſuperlatively excellent, and deſerve, as ſuch, 
to be infinitely preferred, and molt valued by us. 

Having ſaid this one thing of the immateriality of the Chriſts- 
ans future reward, and agreeableneſs to that part abont us, which 
Alone is worth providing for (the happineſſes of the other inferisr 
parts being conſequent to, and included in this, and a proviſion 
withall being ( by the wiſdom of our God ) made for them that 
they ſhall no longer deſire, or want thoſe enjoyments, which 
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is perfeRly the ſame, if not, with ſome advantage, better, then if 
they had them ) ir is not poſſible any farther improvement, or ac. 
ceſſion ſhould be made to this reward, but onely by the perpery. 
ating Of it, 

And that is that other part of Chriits promiſe , That the bliſs, 
which he thus beſtows, ſhall in reſpeR of its own plenitade never 
be exhauſted or diminiſhed, nor again, through the Repextance of 
the doner,or the exvie of any other,ever be withdrawn or forced 
from us. : | 

And\this is a great enhanſement, and evidence of the yatis: 
nalneſs of our Religion, how ſevere ſoever Chriſts commands, or 
how rigid his exactings are ſuppoſed to be, or what ſp1rpreſs 
ſoever we here are forced , or permitted to endure, in ap- 
proving our obedience to him, If there be any difficulty in the ohe- 
dience, or ungratefulneſs in the ſ»fferings of a ( hriſtiaxs life, yet 
the abundant recompenſe of the preſent advantages, and, after 
thoſe, of the ſoul-raviſhing unſpeakable bliſs ( infinitely above 
theaycight of the hardeſt ; or rongheſt part of Chriſt task of 
performances, and above the proportion of the /awreſt portion, 
that any piozs man taſtes in the afflictions of this life ) were they 
ſupp-1{cd to be of the ſame equal duration,would make our hopes, 
and patience, and perſeverance perfeRtly rational, according to the 
ballances with which iadifferent men weigh, or Hizbandmen labor, 
or Merchazts traffick here on Earth, 

Bur when to every minuit of a :leaſant, not painful obedience, 
to every mite of preſſure ( which G-dthat ſends,gives ſtrength allo 
tO bear cheerfully, makes matter not of patience, but victory, and 
rejoycing to us ) there is moſt immutably aſcertained to us by 
Chriſt an eternal (ETERNAL ) weight of glory,how impoſlible is 
it, that thoſe few ſoure drsps of ſo Hoyt tranſitory obedrence, and 
patience , ſhould not be doWned , and loſt in that vaſt Ocear, 
whereinto within a while they ſhall be really , and at the i»ſtant, 
by Faith, and Hope, they are (incft.Rt, and by equivalence ) 
poured out ? 

If there be any thing 'now left diſputable in this matter, it 
mult be , whether it will not be juſtly deemed irrational, that 
God fhould ſo over-heap his meaſure, ſo over- proportion hg ge 
to us, reward that ſo glorienſly , which , if there wer Never 4 
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Heaven hereafter, were, at the preſent, yeWard ſufficient to it ſelf, 
and infinitely preferrable before the condition of any other 
mans life, But, the advantage «of that being on our ſide,{ we ſhall 
have little reaſon to diſpute or complain. of it, | ; 
The onely thing imaginable to be replied, will be, that (rift 
inflitions are as immaterial, and as eternal, as his reWards, and the 
reaſon not preſently diſcernible, why our Sort, empty, nauſcated 
pleaſures, the ſins of a ſhort life , and the joyes of thoſe ſins, far 
ſrorter then the ſhorteſt life, ſhould be puniſhed fo /adly,and ſo erer- 
vally, This ſcruple of the AtheiFF hath been ſearched to the bot- 
tome, and anſwered * in other Papers ; and the brief of it is 
this, That the choice being referred to us, to take of the two, 
which we beſt like, Eternal death ſet before us on the one hand,to 
make eternal life the more infinitely reaſonable for us to chaſe, 
on the other hand,and the eternal Hell ( whenſoever we fall into 
it ) being perfeAly our own Act, neither forced on us by any ab. 
ſolme decree of Gods, nor irreſiſtible temptation of the Divel, nor 
our own fleſs, bur as truly our wifh and choice, and mad prrchaſe, 
nay, much more truly, an properly, then eternal Heaven is 
( when our obedience is firſt ſo wrought by Gods Grace, and yer, 
after that ſo abundantly rewarded by the doner, )it is certain that if 
there be any thing irrational, It 1s in us wnkinde, and perverſe 
Creatures, (fo obtinate to chuſe what God ſo paſcionately warns us 
totake heed of, ſo wilful to die, when God ſwears, he Will not our 
death) and not in him, that hath done all, that is imaginable to 
be done to rea/onable Creatures ( here in their way,or courſc) to 
the re/crnng, and ſaving of us, 
'- And ſo this hath by the way demonſtrated alſo, the attain- 
ableneſs of that reward, and the no kinde of fault of Gods ( he 
hath ſent his Prophets, his Son, his Spirit, his Minifters, his Mcr- 
cies, his Fudgements, all ſorts, and new methods of working 
deliverances : and ſalvations for us and all flaughtered, and cruci- 
fied, and grieved, and abuſed by us ) but all meerly of our ſelves, 
if through our irrational prides,or ſloths , we do nor attain to it. 
I ſhall not need therefore farther ro inlarge on thar,eſpecially 
having * elſcwhere abundantly demonſtrated the truth of ir, 
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The exceptions agxinſ ſome particulars in Chriſtian 
Religion , and 1, Gods diſpoſitions of Providence, 


T now remains that I proceed from the groſs to the yetas, 

from the general to the particular view , and conlideration of 
thoſe particular branches of Chriſtian Religion , which ſeem to 
men at this time to be leaſt ſupported with Rea/0y. And they will 
be of two ſorts,cither concerning Gods Providexce,or concerning 
Gods: Commands now under the Gofpel. The firlt concerns his wiſ- 
dem: in diſpenſing the things of the 3/0714 among men, the ſecond 
his choice of duties,wherein to exerciſe us, 

For the firſt of theſe, it will briefly be reduced to this queſti. 
on, Whether it can be deemed rational, that injuſtice ſhould proſper, 
xd patience never be relieved or rewarded in this life, as it is every 
where taught to be the Method of God, and is molt eminently 
exemplied on Chriſt himſelf,in his own perſon, in the Goſpel. 

Where firſt, If the queſtion were, whether juſtice could be 
really favorred by God, or by him ſo approved, and encouraged, 
as to be thought worthy of any the leaſt reward , though but of 
a ctep of cold \ater,by him, or ( as conſentancous to that ) whe: 
ther Injuſtice by going unpuniſbed here, and by being triumphant 
in this World , might be thence concluded to be an af either of 
ſanfity or of 3nnocence, owned, and commended , and juſtified 
by God,by its thus proſpering, I ſhould then, I confeſs, acknow: 
ledg this to be irrational, and not plead, or undertake to be the 
advocate of that Religion , which ſhould teach one ſuch DoAtine 


' as this. 


For this were to make a God ( who by being ſuch, is ſuppoſed 
to be of an immutable wil, and juſtice) to become anconſtant 
and contradictory to himſelf, to forbid oppreſſion, as contrary t9 
his wi/, and yet withour making any change in the matrer (with- Þ 
out withdrawing what he hath given to one, and diſpoſing it to 
another, as in the caſe of the e/Zoyprians Fewells , and the Ca- 
vaanites land ) to reWard it,as agreeable to his Wil, to P_n_ 
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that no covetous perſon , without repentance, fall inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and yet to give the covetons, beſide an in- 
fall:ble title ro the Kingdom of God, continued to him, as a ſpe- 
ciall Saint of his, the addition of all the bleſſings of this life, 
In a word,this were the ſame 5rrations/ thing , as to affirm, that 
thief, which proſpered in his aſſau{t , and aRually robbed the 
Traveller, and perhaps killed him too, to be by that means rmrued 
honeft man,and that nothing but miſcarrying in his attempt could 
denominate,or demonltratechim a thief; that no were any lon- 
gera ſin, if it wete once ated, no oppreſſion any longer oppreſſe- 
on,if 1t were permitted to come to its fulne/7; that every the fou- 
lelt violence as ſoon as it were come to the height, bearing down 
all the reſiſtances of divine and humaxe Laws, and force, did then 
preſently ceaſe to be 1o/exce, and by being the loweſt fiend in hell 
commence ipſo facts the molt yewardable Saint : And there- 
fore the onely Religion , that hath been known in the World to 
maintain and countenance this,that of the T#rk or Mahometan,T 
profeſs to believe abſolutely irrational, 

But for Chriſtianity, that is ſo diſtinAly contrary to this , that 
the great fundamental Hiffory , upon which all our Religion at 
once is built , is the moſt lively example, and doctrive of the con- 
trary, For when Chriſt himſelf was delivered up into the polver 
of wicked men, and by them arraigned, ard reviled, and cruci- 
fied, not onely the Diſciples, which were his conſtant 'atren- 
dants,but his A-my of CIiriads of Angels, that were alwayes at 
his command, doing nothing toward his releaſe , when this 
conſultation of the Sa»hearin became ſucceſsful, and obtained 
the deſired event againſt him ( the h:ghe/?, and moſt proſperous 
oppreſſion of the greateſt innocence and virtue ) then though 
there were more circumſtances, which might affixe this on God 
his Father, and ſeem to draw him into partaking in it, then we 
inde recorded of any, or all other {1 ations (as that Gods 
Hand and Counſel did foredetermize this to be done , that God 
foretold it by all his Prophets, and from the cercaincy that they 
could not lie,doth, when it is done, conclude, that Chriſt ought 
thus to ſuffer, that they that did it, even the chief Rulers of them, 
had the excuſe of ſome igyoraxce , untill Gods riſing him from 


the dead diſpelled this miſt from before their eyes , thar _ 
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God had thus forerol4,and predetermined,viz.thatChriſt ſhould ſufe 
fer,he had thus fulfilled, As 3.18. that he that ſuffered, voluntarily 
liid down his life, and by a ſpeedy taking it up again, was freed 
from the /add:/# part of death, the remaining under the power of 
it, nay was, in the iſſue, ſo far from being the worſe for ſuffering, 
that, beſide the glorious advantages that came to his diſciples and 
children by it, he himſelf was in that humane nature of his highly 
rewarded,and exalted for this his ſuffering ; though,l ſay, all theſe 
circumſtances concurred to make the #3 /e/5, the crime more 
excuſable, and altogether more fit, and more honourable to be 
charged upon God,and ſo to turn it fromthe crime of wwrther,to 
the vertue of obedience to Gods will, and charity, and benefaRion 
to mankinde,(and even to him that /#ffered)y et this one att of the 
Jews, their doing, againſt the expreſs command, un will of God, 
that thing, which yet was by God * determined to be done, their 
crucifying an innocent perſon, that deſired nothing, but their a- 
mendment,cheir committing that a, which by God was forbidden, 
under the Commandment of marther, is thought fit by that God, 
whom the Chriſtians worſhip , to be puniſhed moſt pred giouſy, 
and exemplarily,that ever any fin of the deepeſt die, and the moſt 
miſchievous effes,was ever puniſhed, even with the utter deſola- 
tion of the whole Nation,and all the prodigies that have been read 
of the greateſt pomp of aggravating circumſtances, the calling 
Heaven and Earth together, to make the execution of thele cu: 
cifiers the more ſolemn and remarkgble ; fo far is Chriſtianity 
from owning any ſuch irrational doAtine as this, 

But this being thus diſclaimed, and the Dorine , which is ac- 
knowledged to be Chriſtian,being clearcd to be onely this,that in 
Gods diſpenſatioxs and providence, and governing of the World, 
under the GoFpel,it is not unuſual for wwſtice to proſper, and pati- 
ence, and innocexce never tO be relieved, or rewarded in this life, 


This I ſhall now aſſume on me to be clear to be perfeRtly reaſon-+ 


able ; and it ſhall be by thus taking it aſunder, 

Firſt, That wicked men ſhould be permitted to be wicked, wn 
all fair zationable means have ſuccelsleſly been uſed to bring 
thems to repentance, to reſtrain them from waxing worſe and 
worſe ; that they. that will not vexd by all the probabl: ft, and 
moſt effteual means, ſhould at laſt be /eft to themſelves, and 
: _ become 
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become incorrigible ; that God ſhould not proceed from pey- 
ſwaſion tO violence, and force them to be good (contrary to the na» 
ture of man in this his ſtate of proficiency, who was created with 
a il, or freedom of doing evil,if he pleaſed, and contrary to the 
nature of free, and rewardable goodneſs, which , if competed, 
ceaſeth to be ſuch ) who will not be reſtr4ined from evil without 
force : This will never be deemed rational in God, who hath an. 
other Tribunal to arraign, and puniſh thoſe, who will not ſub- 
mit to Exhortation, and Dſcipline here, But on the contrary it 
will very ill become the ſervant of God for his own eaſe, and /+- 
curity, to wiſh the diſturbance of that method of God with man- 
kinde, to expe that man, which, when he was in i»nocence, was 
created with a /tberty to chnſe the evil, ſhould now amidſt the 
briers, and thorns, after the provocations of a long vitions life, 
have ſach ſackles laid on him, as that he ſhould not be able to 
break Gods Bands and Laws ; and all this onely that the good man 
may be proteRed, who, if he be not, knows that *cis far more for 
his advantage, then if he were. 

Secondly, That they which are wicked, and have caſt off all 
reſtraints of Divine and Humane Laws, which break through all 
the ties, and ſecurities, that promiſes and oaths can lay upon 
them ( the greateſt proteRion for innocents, that any Religion, 
or Law, hath ever provided for them ) ſhould, by theſe advar- 
tages above other. men, be able to ever-reach, and defrand 0- 
thers ; and by this means having- acquired a power of hurting, 


ſhould, when they have it, mak- uſe of this power, to do what is 
molt agreeable to their /xſts and interefts ro do, This again hath 
nothing in it frange, or irrational : It is far more ſtrange, that it 
isnot alwayes thus,that ( wicked men, allowing themſelves all the 
liberty, and being by their very (ins furniſhed with all armor,and 
inſtruments to work their wi'l, and all innocent men, that reſolve 
to continue ſuch , being by this means diſarmed , and naked be - 
fore them ) the wicked ſhould not get the whole World into their 


pollcſſions. 


This certainly were to be expeRed, an 


d by this means all that 


have wicked inclinations, would, in any humane likelihood, be 
encouraged to a& to the height of their powey of hurting, were 


thcre not a peculiar hedg LA” 1s co defend.the week, with- 
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out any of their own ( conſiderable ) contributions toward it, to 
ouard them wonderfully in the opex fie/4, withour any viſible 
means of doing it : And if this ſhall otherwiſe happen at ſome 
one time , perhaps but once in many Ages, and that for ſome 
very great end, in Gods Wi/dem more conſiderable to the God. 
like Government of the whole World , then the miracnlous re- 
ſcuing of a few meek innocents from a ſhort oppreſſion ( in earthly 
things, which are not worth their poſſe//ing) could be deemed to 
be ; there is ſure no great woxdey in this, nothing irrational in the 
ſometimes permitting of it. 

He 'that were ſecured in his inheritance in 2 quiet Kingdom, 
as long as any man enjoyed his own, as CMyeſty were permitted 
on the throne,or Law,and 7»ſtice on the bench,would never deſire 
a fairer conveyance, or a longer leaſe of the moſt valued pol. 
ſeſſions of this life ; and this ſecurity remains to the week man, 
though oxce in many eAges it may have happened not to prove 
good unto him. 

And as there hath been nothing frange,or irrational on the part 
of rhe wicked oppreſſor that proſpers , ſo next on the part of the 
patient, Or ſufferer, that /marts under him, there will appear to be 
as little. 

For firſt, Abſolutesnnocence is a thing, which ( ſave in the per- 
ſon of Chriſt ) hath never been met with in Man or Woman on 
the Earth ; and therefore he that is guilty of no fault in exe par: 
ticular, may yet be c#lpable, and puniſhable in 92a»y others ; he 
that is legally poſſeſt of an eſtate, and hath done nothing to 
forfeit it in Law, may yet have ſinned againſt God, and ſo have , 
puniſoments due to him. from that eternal 7uſtice. ; which if 
they fall upon his body, or eſtate in this World, there is no- 
thing ir7ational in that , but eſpecially if ſo /ight a Diſcipline 
may paſſe for all the revenge , and ( through the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and interpoſition ;of mercy) avert all future puniſh- 
ment, and be accepted in commutation for the torments of 
another Judicature , this ſure is all the charity and bounty in 


the World, that may be admired , but not complained of as un- 
reaſonable, 


Secondly , That thoſe that for their other faults might juſtly 
be prniſeed, ſhould have this- puniſorent inflited on them by 
| thoſe 
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thoſe which themſelves are i wicked, and are avaly ſuch in 
thus affiiZing them , If this ſeem to have any thing wnrea/0n- 
able in it , it will ſoon be anſwered by the xece/ity of the mat- 
ter, which makes it impoſſible for any but wicked men to be 
employed in it, The J/raclites were once aſed to root out the 
Nations , but that by an infallible Commiſſion from God, the Su- 
preme LaW-giver ( and whoſe will being once made known, 
over-rules all former Zaws ) and the univerſal owner and diſ- 
poſer of all the World, and the poſſeſſions thereof : And by 
this {ommiſſion this became to them not onely /awf»/, but ne- 
ceſſary, an at not onely of jafice , but of obedience ; and fo 
apon the like CommNonthe Levites killing their Brethren was an 
a&t of ſanity, a conſecrating themſelves unto the Lord, thoſe 
bloody Sacrifices were in a manner the Ceremonies of their Con- 
ſecration to their Prieſts Office. But then, firlt, all this depen- 
ded upon the infallible validity of their Commiſſion , which 
had it been falſly pretended by them, or had they not been aſ- 
certzined that it came from God, their aRions had been as #- 
godly , and murtherous , as eAbrahams ſacrificing his ſon mult 
have been deemed, without the like Common : And ſecondly, 
this {ommiſſion was by no means to be enlarged to any other, 
but thoſe particular ſubjets, or matters, to which it was given, 
The 7Zews might not at that time have deſtroyed or invadedany 
other Nation, upon the face of the Earth, nor might the 
Levites at any ether time have killed their Brethren, on {trength 
of that command, much leſs may any other People of any other 
Nation , on ſtrength of that example. And ſo now that ſuch 
Commiſſioners are out-dated , when all is left by God in the 
hands of ſtanding Laws, in oppoſition to new Revelations , and 
conſequently when that which is moſt juf for me to /«ffer, 
or God to permit: ( or by proſpering in him; to inflit on me } 
is moſt injurious in him that dotty it, were it not perfeRt 
fury , much above the pitch of irrational, to demand that Gods 
deareſÞ Children ſhould aRt as the vileſt men ? To require 
ſuch explicite contradiions , that none but godly men ſhould 
be permitted to eppreſs, to kill, to commit Sacriledge, to lay 
waſte, and to deſtroy, to break all thoſe Commandments of Goa, 


Which he that doth , ip/o facto, yes be to godly ? If there be 
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any Wickedaeſ7 to be done in a (ity, ſhall the righteors be the 
onely men to doe it ? This were worth wondering at indeed : But 
for the wicked, whoſe trade it is,whoſe joy of heart to be thus for. 
ever occupied , he is in his element , he needs no call, Or incita. 
tion to do it, The tzrning him out of that office, and employ- 
ing any body elſe, were the greatelt »nkindneſs to him, as the 
caſting the Divels out from tormenting the man, was by them 
looked; on as the deſtroying them before their time , , whereas 
the » Angel of Lizht , would have looked upon it as a de- 
gree of Hel, had hee been ſent in, on that errant to torment 
hirs. 

Thirdly, Beſide the perfeAt reaſonableneſs of having offen- 
ders puniſhed remporally here , (which were reaſonable , if it 
were forever in another 1/orld } there is a ſecond, not onely 
Fuſtice but Aercy in ſuch /»ferings , on whomſoever they 
fall, They are eAdmenition:, and Doctrines, and Spiritual 
CIledicines, Diſciplines of the ſoul, to aWake us out of ſecure, 
and ſtop in wilfsl ſinning, and are by God on purpoſe made 
uſe of to that end, -when preſperity hath been long uſed, and 
experimented tO have no ſuch auſpicious>influznces in it, to be 
proper to feed, and fomert, very improper to ſtarve, or /#b+ 
due enormities, And if the Phyſitian adminiſter a bitter Po- 
tion, if the Surgeon apply a Corroſive, or Canftick,, when 
7alips , or Balſoms are judged , and proved to be uneffectu- 
all, fare it is not the manner of men to count ſuch methods zr: 
rational, 

Nay, it will be no Hyperbole to affirme , that the addition of 
ſuch do:#ments as theſe, may ſometimes deſerve to be preferred, 
and more pretiouſly valued, then all the DoAtrines in the Book 
of God it ſelf without theſe, one ſuch ſeaſonable Application, 
then all other Receipts in his di/þenſatorie. The Word of God 
gives rules of living to all men, but thoſe ſo general, and w1- 
applied, that it is ordinary for paſſionate men not to ſee them- 
ſelves concerned in them, Theſe puniſhments and wiſitations 
will be able to bring home, and make us, while we are under the 
Diſcipline, confeſs, that we are the very men to whom by pecus 
liar propriety they appertain, ; 

But there is yet a #hird ſublimer berefir, of ſuch diſpenſa» 
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tions of God under the Goſpel , which will render them ab»n- 


4antly rational, And that is the exerciſe of many Chriſtian graces 
of the oreatelt price in the ſight of God, and ſuch 2s ſhall be 
ſure to be the moſt richly rewarded by him, which were it not 
for ſuch changes as theſe , would lie by us z»profirably , ſuch 
are Patience, Aeekneſs, Humility, Contentedneſs with whatever 
lot, Faithfnl dependaxce on God in all outward things, thanks- 
riving for plenty, and for ſcarcity too, a ſubmitting to Gods 
willin ſuffering, as well as doing it cheerfully, yea, and to his 
wiſdom too, in reſolving Gods choices (for us to be abſolute- 
ly ficter for our turns, then any our own wiſhes ; and laſtly, that 
Wiſdom, which Saint James ſpeaks of, the skill of S$ piritual Judg- 
ing,which can really prefer this [tate of ſuffering for (hriſt,(an ex- 
cellence that Angels do not partake of) beyond any other ſtate or 
condition of life, 

Were it but onely for the v4r1ety, that all the burther of the day 
might not lic on thoſe graces, which are exerciſed in fair Weather, 
but that thoſe other, provided for the form or winter, might take 
their 199-15 and give them ſome relaxation, this would be very ra+ 
tional and uſeful for us, as Ariſtotle faith, that the change of mo- 
tions from zp hillto doWn hill, and fo back again, doth provide 
2gainſt /aſſitede, more then the conſtaxcy-of any one, be it inthe 
ealieſt /-ootheſt plain,becaule that layes all the burthen inceſſantly 
upon one pair of »»uſc/es, without any relief or aſſifance from any 
other. But when wichall,cvery exeri/e of each of theſe graces hath 
attending it an addition of more Gems in our {rown, more de- 
grees of Glory in another World, ( that I may not adde alſo of 
preſent Foy, and Satufaition , and Raviſohment in the preſent exer- 
ciſes here ) then ſure the ſuper fluities,and pleaſures of this life, the 
any thing that is ever taken from us by the Harpies, and Valrwres 
of this World , are richly /e/d, and parted with by the Chri/t:an 
( which knows how much, or indedd how lictle they are worth 
enjoying) if they may thus bring him in that rich fraight of never 
fading bliſs in another World. And this will ſerve for juſtifying 
the rationalneſs of Gods dealing with us now under the Golpe!, 
in reſpe& of his Providence, 
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The exceptions againſt Chriſt's Commands, 


[FE remains that I proceede to Chris Commands under the 
Goſpel, and ſhew the rationalneſs of them, 

And having done it ſo largely already on the head of e44- 
vantages , T ſhall now onely deſcend to that one, againſ 
which our CAModern Exceptions are moſt frequently made, 
VIR 
The great Fundamentall dutie of taking wp the Crefſe t 
follow CHamR 15S T ; 4. e. of approving my Obedience to 
Car 1s T inalland every particular, even when the extrea- 
meſt danger, the loſs of my Life is like to be the Price to be paid 


'for it. 


The »»reaſonableneſs of this is argued and concluded from 
the contrarictie of it to that liberty of ſelf-defence, and to that 
Law of ſelf-preſervation ; which xature ts ſuppoſed to diftate 
to every man, And the ſhewing the weakneſſe of this Ob. 
jeRion , will be a full vindication of the rationalneſs of the 
Precept. 

And this is done by putting us in minde, what is meant by 
Self-preſervation, and what by Natzre, and what by Law, A 


man is made up of a Boay, and a Soul, a mortal and an immortal ' 


part,and thoſe may be conſidered either /everally,or wnited : And 
conſequently Self- preſervation may be ſet to ſignifie any one, or 
more of theſe four things, Either , firſt, the preſerving that 
material mortal part of him from preſent hr, or ſecondly, pre- 
ſerving the immortal part of him in well, and happy being, or 
thirdly, preſerving the preſent #0» of one of theſe with the 
other, or fourthly, the providing for the perpetual happy anion 
of them eternally, The firf is the preſerving the body, and with 
it the efate, and liberty, and repmrtation, &c, from preſent /e/s 
or diminution. The ſecond is preſerving the Soul in innocence, Or 
virtue, The third 1s preſerving of this /ife of ours, which wee 
live in the natwrall Bodj, And the fowrth is providing for 3 
| ; joyful 
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joyful Reſurrection, and an everlaſting Life attending it, 

Then for Nature, that may fignifie either blinde wnenlight- 
rd Nature, which ſees no more then the refleZion upon it ſelf, 
and the Book of the Creatwres, and Natural inflincts repre- 
ſent to it ; or elſe Nature, 2s it is enlightned by Revelation, 
i.e, by Gods making kngwn ſome things in his Ford , which 
Natwre had never known , had they not been thus revealed : 
Such are the DoAtrines of our Faith, and particularly the eter- 
nal rewards, and puniſhments which are revealed to- us in the 
Scriptnre. 

Then for Laws, thoſe may be either abſolute, and peremptory, 
which yield not to any /#perior Laws ; or elſe conditional, and 
ſubordinate , when a ſ#perior Law doth not interpoſe to the 
contrary. 

To bring all this home to our preſent diſcourſe. Jf by /elf- 
preſervation be meant cither the firſt, or the third notion of the 
ſelf, the preſerving my body, or my life, then though it may 
truly be ſaid that it is a Law of Natvre, that men »ay, and that 
( when no ſaperier Law requires the contrary ) they owght, 
and are bound to preſerve theſe imperfect mmtilate ſelves, theſe 
bodies ; yet then as there is a higher notion of a man then as 
that barely ſignifies his Body , his Sox! being the far more ex- 
cellent part of him, and the eternall union of body and: Soul to- 
gether, being molt eminently the Notion, that he is con- 
cerned in, ſo there mult be a ſuperior Law of ſelf- preſervation, 
then that which commands onely the preſerving the Body, and 
though bare #u%-lightned Nature , that is able to look no far. 
ther then this /ife, doe not give any Law in this matter, yet Na- 
t»re being ſuppoſed inſtruſted in the Chriſtian Doctrine , that 
there is another life of Body, and Sexl after this, to laſt for ever, 
muſt needs be reſolved to do it, it being impoſſible, that rea/on+ 
able Nature, when two things are repreſented ſo diſtant, as the 
life of a few yeers here in the midſt of ſach ſad mixtures, and 
an everlaſting life hereafter in the fclneſs of all joyes, ſhould not 
enjoyn the preſerving of the latter, even with the contempr of 
- former, when theccare of the former may bring any danger to 
the latter. 
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{rift to give tO them, that continue obedient and conftaxt 
to him, and to none elſe, and when the fearing of them which 
can hurt, axd kill the bedy, the caring for, or preſerving of this 
preſent life, doth at any time, orin any caſe, reſiſt, or obſtruct 
the performance of that duty , which (riſ# then requires or 
expets from me ; there Natwre commands me to deſpiſe the 
leſs, and preſerve the greater ; and if it be not abſolutely 
willing to Sacrifice the preſent to the eternall Life, and con- 
ſequ*nrly to prefer the obeying of Chri#? to the preſerving of 
this fading ſore life, it mult acknowledge it ſelf a blinde Hea. 
then Nature , (that knows nothing of an eternal future life, 
and of hiin that can caſt beth Body and Soul into Hel) or clle 
an irrational wilde Nature , that knows theſe diſtances of 
finite, and i»finite, and doth not thinke them worth con- 
{idering. 

Seet. 10, It is therefore my moſt charitable opinion of thoſe that ob- 
jet the Principle of /e/f-preſervation to the Doftrine of taking 
up the Croſſe, and determine us free from the Obligation of 
paying obedience to (riff, when it cannot be done without 
endangering of Eſtate , ot Life, that they ſpeak out of theic 
memory onely , what they have read in Books of that ſapreame 
Law of the preſerving ones ſelf, but do not withall rem-mber, 
that if that /e/f ſignified onely the Body, it was the Phils/ophie 
of them, that knew nothing of the immortality of the Sor), or 
the exdleſneſs of an other Life, or if they were aware of the 
Chriſtian Doctrines of eternity,they never called the Body,that /elf, 
that was to be ſo ſolicicouſly tended, 

Se. -11. And therefore it is obſervablc in the fi:ſt Ages of the Church, 

that thoſe Herericks that were enemies of the Croſſe of Chriſt, 

that taught it to be 2 indifferent and lawfull in time of Perſe- 
cution to forſwear , and revonnce Chriſt, and offer Sacrifice to 

* Idols, were a fort of men (the Gnoſticks) that immerſt them: 

bu Troy =" ſelves in all »»naturall filihineſs , and depended not at all-on 

Yv0yhoes %Y the Promiſes of another Life , and having firlt taught , that 
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Chrift did not Þ really ſuffer in the Fleſh, but onely in ap- b %, ay. 
pearance , would not be perſwaded that either hee had any 35;, vid. Ig- 
c need of their lives, or indeed exſpeRed it from them , d being nath Ep, ad 
come, as they ſaid, to ſave their lives, to die , that they might Smyrn, z, 2, 
not be kifled. Where the miſtake was clear and viſible, that ozexi daau 
they thought they werg theſe tranſitory Lives, that [Chriſt came Hoxiggh, vid, 

ro preſerve, and not thoſe other /zver, which were to be convey- Cyril. Hier. 
ed over to Eternity. Catech, 

e104. 

Non hic , nec apnud homines confeſſhionem putant conſtitutam , ſed in clo. Terral. cont. 
Gnoſt. c. 10, © Nec Deus humanum ſanguinem fitit , nec Chrittus .vicem paſſionis , 
quali iple de ea ſalutem conlecuturus , expolcir. Tertul, cont. Guoſt. cap. 15. 4 Semel 
Chriſtus pro nobis obiir, ſemel occiſus, ne occideremur, 1 vicem exipectat, num & ille 
omeny mea nece exſpeat ? Tert, cont, Gnoſt, c. 1. 


The fate of thoſe Gneſticks at that time, was very remark- Sed, 12. 
able, and that which will render our irrational fondnels of theſe 
bodily lives yet more irrational. Their great care was to pre- 
ſerve their lives, and their prime dexterity, in order to that, 
tocomply conſtantly with the poWerful perſecutor ; that was, 
eſpecially, with the Fews ; ( for though the Sword was in the 
Keathens hand , yet the great malice againſt the Chriſtians was | 
in the Sywagogre , from * thence ſprang all the Perſecutions.) * Synagoge 
Tothisend, thoſe Gneſticks took upon -them to be great zealors Judzorum 
for the CMeſaical Law of Circumciſion, and generally pieced rok nag 
with the Fews, and approved themſelves to them, Ar laſt the 744;,.. 10. 
Roman Army comes againſt Jeruſalem, takes Fews, and Gnoſticks 
together, and deſtroyes them all ; and ſo Chrift was as re- 
markably a true Prophet in that, as in any one particular, T hat 
ke that wonld ſave his life , ſhould loſe it, ( that very tempo- 
rall life , that all his compliance with the Zews was deſigned 
to /ave) aud hee that would lo'e, 1. e. venture, and lay down 
bis Life for Chrifts ſake, ſhould fine it , 1. e. have it more pro: 
dably preſerved, and continued to him here, then they that were 
molt /o/icitors for it, and, whether he loſt or kept it here, have it 
reltored to him to continue eternally. 

And if that promiſe of the Goſpel have truth in any ſenſe of ef I 3. 
it; then is the command no irrational command, of taking np the 
roſs to follow Chriſt, when he can, if it be for thy turn, exc*pt 
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of thy taking #2 the croſs, without its bearing thee, or, if he do nor, 
can pay thee ab1ndantly, for what thou loſeſt, reward thee with 
Eternity. 

If I could foreſee any other comman1 of Chriſt, that could 
fall under our jealoxſie , and cenfure :; I ſhould proceede toir, 
and be confident of approving it exiAtly rational, As it is, I 
am at an end of my deſigned Method, and am glad it hath 
been. contrived into ſo ſmall a compaſs, b:ing now at leiſure 
to retire co my Meditations, which will, I hope, be more calm, 
being thus disburthened, and make ic my firſt Theme to 4i[- 
' courſe with my- ſelf, how extremely rational it is, that thoſe 
very turns of Providence, which have been our great tempta- 
tion, and they ſay, made many eMtheiſts among us, ſhould be 

reviewed again ,'and upon ſecond demyurer thoughts engage, and 
in'tru us 4// to become more Chriſtian. 

1/40 1s wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand the/e things ; Prudent, and 
hee ſpall know them ? For the Wayes of the Lord are right, 
and the juſt ſhall walke in them, but the tranſgreſſor ſhall fal 
therein,Hol. 14. 9. | 
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